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BACEHEAIJ 
This was the kind of 
weapon usm] bo give 
the death blow be a 
wounded eremi Bul 
the sneoath surfaces 
and superb carving 
uf ihis example j 
mike ii bkely a: 
thai ii was garricd 


Egypt before the pharaohs 


T'he reron we normally think of as “ancient 
Egypt” is the time when Egypt was ruled by the 
“ pharaohs - after c. 3000 B.C. But who lived in Egypt 
by a ruler or high ; i : 
commander on before the pharachs? In the early Stone Age people 
ews in Egypt lived on sites fairly high up on the land 
above the Nile from the Delta to Aswan, From 
| , about 5000 B-C., settlers came to Egypt from 
| | à ü Palestine and Syria, from the Libyan 
tribes living to the west, and from Nubia 


= 


SÆ: in the south. Shortly before 3000 B.C., 
Ege = traders from southern Iraq also sailed to 
= =:  Egyptand some, attracted by the fertility 


of the country, stayed on. Soon these 
Seal early settlers began to grow barley and 

| “Ea domesticate cattle, and to build villages 

RA of mud huts in parts of the flood plain 

| — that seemed safe from the annual Nile 

flood. The period before 3000 B-C., has 

left behind objects such as magnificently 

carved ivories and slate palettes, as well 

See F as fine pots, often buried with their 

owners in brick-lined graves, 


ANCIENT OCOY 
= Burials at this tine, before munmimilication had evolved, involved 

COMB AND CONCUBINE arranging the corpse in a “sleeping” position with the wtb atd 

The African elephant and hippopotamus provided the kes drawn together. The body was placed ima pit with a selectisn ol 
early craftsmen with pleniy of ivory. The comb is hopped Poona, and sand was thrown on top of at. Tee same absorbed all 
“by the Figure of a gazelle, perhaps because its owner mearan frown the body, drying it oat and Perne abc that ane 
enjeved hunting this crealure, The figure with striking perste spiril would recognize it and inhabit it. Here you can sce yun 
eyes was placed ina tomb and was meant to provide the hitir and features ofa man whi died ateur 308k) ipa ago fairly kie 
; awir with a female companion in the afterlife. preserved. vhe he was found 
p some people thought that be was 

] M sill iifelike enough to warrant a 
L D nickname - Ginger 
Tecanse oi his 
ted hair. 


Pant commaiiers 
seta! de Mie 
aliiel 


Skir weli Ginger Mair 


pero! ernus 
hady weas deve’ 


an! diy send Nevhlares 


STNE VAHE : - = 
This visp was carved Fron is Pe ces m3 — 
mithi shori called brostia ? : 
using simple Hint or copper 
tools. (qhoarhe was wasl fir 

polishing the suTlace. 


Cirechiia 


Petalsgvir 


NECKLACES 
zone ew ellers used z " 
ammi-precious shames WE h, 
[ror the deserts. : 
Fivauriics went 


feldspar (ercent and 
carnelian tenance ee 
Luxury thems Hki hesr E 


necklaces show ws Ehil 
bhinne thie pharacahs mwt 
every labourer wirs 
tarde] to Hll the 
soil ar hunt for 
hanl - erifismen were 
alzoauly valuad 
members of swiety and 
were voll rewired for 
their skills. 


Snccwet lt 
siine iade Phy 
sinale ds 


An 3 
POTTERY VASE E A 


Wile silt and clay freni dhe 
edocs of the Mood plain 
provided materials for dhe 
Eye srelitied early poiters. This pots 
ith ibary lagering base was designd 
be TIR in a stand or bo rest in a 
depression in the ground. 
The circular spirals are mimant 
le give the impression of a 
vessel garwed fram stone. 


design 


COSMETIC PALETTE 

Some of the ierlicst surmwiving 
Egyptian objects are slabe paletbos. 
They could tne rechangg ular ür 
ear in animl shapes like hippos, 
turtles, falcons, or this obese rami. The 
suthace wis used bor grinding mimenils 
Ír eyepaint ip. ZHI 


A RIVERSIDE TEOFLE 
The ancient Egyptians lived 
in a strip of land an either 
side of the Wile, where the 
Nile feod made the land 
ferlile, The flaod arca is 


showin in gremi on this map. 


Herisrwn 
dricing 
caiie io a 


On the banks of the Nile 


Desert covers more than 90 per cent of Egypt. 
Called the “Red Land”, the desert supported 
only small settlements in wadis and oases. 
The Egyptians lived on the banks of the River 
Nile or beside canals leading from it. This was 
“Kemet” or the “Black Land”, named after the rich 
dark silt on which the farmers grew their crops. With- 
out this fertility, there would have been no civilization 
in Egypt. Right up until modern times the pattern of 
life in Egypt for the majority of the population has 
depended on the exploitation of its tertile agricultural 
resources. Today the population explosion, growth of 
cities, and the construction of large industrial plants is 
changing Egyptian lifestyles. The Nile flood began the 
year for the Egyptian farmer, when the river, increased 
by the rising waters of the Blue Nile and White Nile 
converging just north of Khartoum in the Sudan, 
brought deposits of silt into Egypt. When the 
Nile waters subsided the farmers got to work 
sowing barley and emmer wheat. The result was 
usually a good summer harvest. The High Dam 
at Aswan, built in the 1960s, totally 
changed the régime of the 


Hang Scribe auiti 
river in Egypt. 


dus palette a 


FAMINE 

Ina climate of extremes, 
chops oould somelimes 
fil and famine could hit 
the population hard 
Slatuies af people like this 
beggar remind us of this 
problem in ancient Egyp 


Flint 
crt fiat 


SICKLE 

Farmers used 

the simplest bowls. 

This sickle is made of 

wooed with flint teeth. In 
pictures af the harvest yau 

can see groups ot men cutting 
the cmops uzing sickbes Like this. 
The stalks left behinel in tie field 
world crcmtually he gathered bis 
maike mats imi tekets. 


Nae ae mony 


WINNOWI yG FAN 
When donkeys had 
brought the wheat bo 
the threshing mor, 
ban wiwsien fans like 
this would be used bo 
separabe the grein 
frora thie cheater. 


kel res so 


WINMOGWINIG 


The men would gather up the grain and chaff ard throw it 
inte thar air. The breeze carried away the lighter chath 
leaving tha gmin to fall on to the flocs, The wininrowers 

wear linen scarves to stop the chati petting inte their hair, 


SHADUF 

Witter was still needed when the 
flood weni down, so canals were 
cut to bring water to the fields as 
far away from dhe river banks as 
possible. To raise (he water from 
{he river to Gill the canals, the 
Egyptians used a device callext a 
shaduf, as they do today. It 
consists of a trellis supporting a 
pole with a counterweight. Tk 
could easily be operated by one 
man, whe would lower the: 
bucket into the river befor: 
pulling it up with the help oi the 
weight 


CATTLE COUNTING 

An important measure ofa 
person's wealth in ancient Egypt 
was the number of cattle he 
mamul, This tomb model shows a 
man called Meketre, whos wis 
mayor af Thebes in e. 100 BE. 
"Here his cattle are being 
gounil, as they are driven 

past the mayor and his top 
bHicials and scribes, 

The acces made 

whould be stoned for 

tax records. 


The mystery of the sphinx Sis irin at cae 


amand 4508) years ape 


Famous pharaohs 


There has been a lot of confusion about sphinxes for the pharaoh Khatre 
F 

in ancient Egypt because of Greek legends. In and guarded the way 

the Greek myth of King Oedipus, the sphinx is ta his pyramid. 


a ferocious and lethal female creature who 
destroys men who are unable to solve the riddle 
she sets them. But the Egyptians saw the sphinx 
asa lion's body with the ruler’s head. The lion 
was a creature of the sun-pod and so empha- 
sized the king's role as son of Re. The lion's 
strength also suggests the monarch’s great 
power. Sometimes sphinxes 
combine other elements 
such as the head and 
wings of a hawk 
symbolizing the 


iir: The kinc was not only the most powerful and 
- important man in Egypt — he was thought to be 
a god. He was know as the pharaoh - a word 
which derives from a respectful way of referring 


The oval enclosing: the : oe Tas ; 
sr tcl i that make to the king by describing him as the “great hou se” 
upa miil namne is 


altdecatoche Ths (per-ao), meaning the palace 
ome coaviains the naime where he li ved. The Queen ot ARMLESS QUEEN 


This statue shows a 


Egypt could also be Seen As a geen ert Egypt “a 
goddess but was usually given the title of “Creat around 70 BE. Her armis 


wene athichud separately but 


Royal Wife“ — only rarely did women rule Egypt have been bast, as bas her 


of King Tuthrmeesis MI Hind 


cink 


Colina, 
abides 


E E SPHINX AND aod Horus. 
in their own right. There was an effective system a e Baas PRISONER 
cere : 5 > w way thal the 
of training a prince to become a pharaoh, involv- Ours, cata” W ASAR paikse seoresente the 


Cenei 
benri 


ing him becoming an expert sportsman and 
potential war leader. Often the ruling pharaoh 
would adopt his heir as “co-regent” to enable 
a smooth take-over when he died. Princes 
sometimes had to wait a long time. One 
pharaoh holds the record for the longest 
reign we know for any monarch. Pepy I 
came to the throne when he was six years 
old. He was still king of Egypt 94 years 
later when he was 100. It is quite remark- 
able in Egypt's long history that we have 
only a few references to pharaohs 

being assassinated, usually as 
a result of a plot in the court 
to put a prince who was not 
the true heir on to the throne. 


the Underwantd mi TON pharioh's power is 
P - shown in this ivory 
staut, ci Tved over 
TED years ago. 


RAMESSES THE GREAT 

In the 13th century BC, Ramesses I 

eigid over Egypt for 6? years. He 

built more monaminis amd set up 
there statues than anw otier 
pharaoh. Among his buildings are 
the morhaary complex om the West 
Bank al Thebes, tediay called the 
Ramesseum, om whieh this statue 
carmes. The King: wear d maal 
jeadchoth called the “nemes”, 
above which is a crawn of cobras. 


Akhenaten 


HATSHEPSUT 
This determined woman nied Egypt 
for abet 20 years. She was supped 
to be repent dor her voung stepson, but 
tacik over the reins of government. She 
wane the pharach's crown and royal 

ceremunoial beard. In this sculpture she 
wears ihe crown of Upper Egypt with 
the cobra goddess, 


TUTHMOSIS [V 
This king was famous because be 
freed the great sphinx at Giza 
irop the desert sand that had 
blown arut it, He is 
portrayed oo his knees 
holding tw jars ol sacred 
liquid, Fie ts protected by the 
cobra paxddess Weiclped cri 
his fonshead. Orly kings 


AKHENATEN AND NEFERTITI 
In Akhenaten's reign he dracitional Egyptian gils 
wert banished - only the songod was worshipped. To 


; > Akhena | TUTANKHAMUN and queens wene chiilled 
same eee Scribe A be a This ruler came to the throne at only mine to wear cobra goddesses, 
E 7 i f 5. : Pa ie * a is pee Sa 
iu sen Nefertiti helped her husband set up the cult aË years old. He was obviously guided by his who it was thought 
the sun-pod Aken and probably ruled with him After high officials, but secms ke have ete would deal aut instant 

aje “Kim t HINE . FHAR 4 ree tine es S ne ; EE ines 
their death Tutankhamun and his successors restored ee ee Tey athena tsee iil iS i eal 
the old gods, The names of Akhemasben and Nefertiti whe Fi À ! £ any ¢ i. 


lett). This farnese golden mask emmes 


became hated and were mmewed from inseriplions from his teak dp. 23), 


and iheir temples were born down. 
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FISHES. 


“be = Mare af King 
The royal court cn mee 
. wore fish- Eye of Hommes ip. HR 
shaped menni fo indicate Hie 
amulets in T EF. object's good comdlition 
ÅT GREAT STATE OCCASIONS like royal meinen i; 4 
jubilee celebrations or the giving of gifts guard agains! y ny 
accidents in uo" 


to favoured courtiers, the king and court 
gathered together, and top officials, diplo- 
mats, and high priests would attend. Some of 


thee Nile, 


i 


these courtiers were relatives of the king, some yes l Gak f "iiion 
won high office through their ability as ü aaya ag 
This pormat ingas Scribes, When people approached the king, a 
was probably used as = they often kissed the ground beneath his s 
since ineo feet. We know this because one courtier ater EE, 


a decoration around — boasted that the pharaoh insisted that he kiss {written on 
a window. tia / a : papyrus} or 
the royal leg and not the ground. Sometimes ad A T 
the pharaoh simply wanted to relax at court.  oysrersmerLpenpanr Putin acor- 
t aw mea analia aalay lainer like this 
m FTE Sneferu was all set to E peat ope sane gem 
eS watch 20 beautiful women shells. Later jewellers Necklace 
My 2 i l of his ha rem row on the imitated these shapes in 
a i P gabd. This one is carved with 
royal lake. It went well until the name of King Senwosret, 
one girl dropped her hair 
clasp in the lake, began to sulk, and stopped rowing; 
she refused even the king's request to carry 
on. The court magician had to part the 


| waters and get the clasp from the bottom. 


Dog-kended 
scoutre 


SOBLEWONI AN 

Wives of great afiecials 
held high status at 
court. They could form 
themselves into a sort 

of “quibd" under the 
protection of the goddess 
Hathor This court lady 
wears a very heavy wig 
adorned with a circlet of 
flowers; she also halds a 
floral beni. Her 
pleated dress is bordered 
with fringes, 


SIGN OF LIFE 

Only kings, 

queens, and gods 
wert allowed bo mirry 
this symbol, Called the 
ankh, it is the Egyptian 
gien of Life and imdicabes 
that the king ar god held- 


ROPAL THRONE CEREMONIAL THROWS TICK | ing it has the pover te v Prilaz af te 
Queen Hetepheres was Courters used wider give life or take it away aad Osiris 
the mother of King Khuha throwsticks to catch birds. from lesser mortals. This ae 
a Pane r ip. 200. Her original burial This onc, made of brittle fabence ankh is decorated with 
Pipi Sepang Į | place was robbed but fatenee tp. 47), would have a dog-headed 
i Í some of her splendid furnibare was rêtiried mij practical ase = ji walk sceptne 

| near her son's pyramid. The court throne intended to be carried dur- symbolizing 

aie was aide of weed overlaid with gold leat- ing ceremonies, It bears i i 

E Insects ate the wood away but archaeologists the name of Akhenaten, 


were able to reconstruct the furnbure, the pharaoh who lived 
in the 14ih century BoC, 


Finely piraird 
dres 


PHARADH 

This gold fiparinie 
shows the royal 
studded crown, 
which could by 
Worn AL coart oT 


Lous TILE 
This tile comes irom a section of 
inlay on a wall, fase, or picce 


when the king was te Tia | Jia ona io 
ing in his chari Pe a ae : ' of furniture in King 
riding in his chariot g 7 ie a ` Poe a 


| Exner. 


and the crook amd = $ Swine faemenis 
flail, which = aes sical 
i + adel ike this mive vs am 
yepe ngai idea of the 
eee el k non splerdours of 
p ca the royal 
forch B corks, 
OPS haa. 


ROYAL VASES 
The pharaghs used the best 
quality utensils and coemetic 

- containers, which were buried 
y in their bombs for use in the next 
world, These two smoothly carved 
Tactthed stone vases have lids of 
ged adorned wath irnahon tine, 
also in geld. They were made for 
Kin Khasekhemwy. 


Lots drsign 
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_ rotting, packed with dry material like leaves or 


Preparing for the tomb 


The ecyrtians dreaded the thought that one day 
their world might cease to exist. With their belief in 
the power of magic, they developed a funerary cult 
which, in their eyes, ensured their survival for ever. 
This involved preserving the body of the deceased. 
The embalmers took the body to the Beautiful House, 
where they worked. They made a cut in the left side 
of the body with a flint knife and removed the liver 
and lungs. These were dried out and stored in 
special vessels called “canopic jars”. The brain 
was also removed, but the heart was left in the 
body, so that it could be weighed in the afterlife 
(p. 19), Then the body was covered with crystals 
of a substance called natron, which stopped it 


This scarab was 
phiced over the 
heart of a king to 
help him throngh 
the sceutiny of his 
past life that 
happened in the 
underworld 


ADs LEIS 
The pod Anubis wis supposed bo be 
Tesponeddle for the ritual ot embalming. 
His tithe: inclines! “He who is in the 
place of embalnisg". Here he is patling 
Lhe fit) touches to a mimmihed corpse. 


sawdust, and w rapped i in linen bandages. _tustrmmea 
* for honelriey 


dhe niaii 


WAX PLATE 

Plates like this were weed be cower cuis mine 

in the Hesh of the corpse. The protective eve 

od Horus ip. 2d}, symtailizesd the seundaess 
of the body on whieh it was placed, 


UTENSILS POR “OPENING THE MOUTH" 

Ome of the mis importa nt of all iunenry Titess, this 
corey restored a clive person's living fagu ltigs 
allowi rut thie mur my be att, drink, and mave arcumel. 
Fyptians hated ta die abroad because they knew that 
their compa wold rast nesetve: this tite and their 
afterlife would be in kopariy. This madel kit costings 
some of the insiroments for the “Opening the mouth” 
CETEITANLY. There are views: hor the sacned lity nids, cups 
for pouring Hbations, and i darkes] Jastarni for 
touching the mamth af the mummy. 


OFENING THE MOUTH 

A priest wearing Ihe mask of Anubis holds the coffin upright, Behind 
the grieving wile and daughicr, pricsts scatter purified water and 
touch the mouth of the mammy case with the ritual instnimenis, The 


SS ee i : ee cldcst sen burns incgeneg and a spell is neciled. 


CANOMIC [ARS 
Any pack? voir body could 
be used in à spell against you, 
so {he inner organs remwmwed 
during munmimification were 
prokeched by spodal containers 
called canepic jars. Dried out 
and wrapped up in linin, the 
intestines, stomach, liver, ancl 
lungs were pach placed tn i 
separate jart. 
WHATS INSIDE? 
An X-ray of a mummy revels 
the stu ifin that replici sirt 
anf its exrigaris. 


NATRON 
A conponnid of section carbonate and 
sodium bicurbomte, milion was wand 
to dry oat the corpse. The crystals 
were packed around the body 
and within 40 days if wold 

be dried ouk and no 
further decay vee lel 
dake place, 1p wold 
fier be ready for 
wrapping linen 
bardiges. 


WITHIN THE 
WRAPPISGS 
Unwrapping 3 
mammy shows 
how the nalron 
slope the process 
of decay, The 

body is perhectly 
preserved - right 
diwn to mie finger: 
nails and locnails, 


Alicivit fim 
Pa ed 


SALMON LATHES 
Sonal wooden dockets atkached te mumrivs 
identified the body amd gave protection. On one 


of these Ageobis is shower. bbe rs 
black because ihis is Ue colour of 
life in ancien Egypt, bene the 
takrar of the fertile Wile mud, 
but itis also the cobrar of 
mumtaiied Bodies. 


Hared and 
arm iram 
Egyptian 
CLIT, 
showing 
details of 
skin and 
nails 


idoia periran 


i iF ike deve 


Everlasting bodies 


The FINAL STAGE in the embalming process was to 
put the body into its coffin. For a rich person, this 
could be an elaborate container made up of 
several different, richly decorated layers. The 
body would then be well preserved and, as far as 
the Egyptians were concerned, would last for 
ever. The reason they did this was that they 
thought that after a person's physical death a 
number of elements lived on. The most important 
was a person's “Ka”, which they thought of as the 
body's double and which could bring the corpse 
back to life. Another spirit that survived was a 


person's “Ba”, which had the head of the deceased 


and the body of a hawk. They also thought that a 
person's shadow had an eternal existence as well 
as their name. The process of mummilfication was 
intended to make an everlasting body out of a 
corpse that was ready to decompose, and to 
provide the Ka with a home in the afterlife. The 
superbly preserved bodies that have been found 
in Egyptian tombs show how 


MUMMY CASE 
successful the embalmers were. 


HORROR HERG 
The body ef Ramesses U who ruled 
over Bese in tee lth centure BC., 
shows his ewes packed with linen and 
his ares SUL pesikioncd as if bolding The 
crack and flail sceptres (p. 13} Actor 
Baris Karloff had his mummy cstan 
and Features modelled on Kamissrs Ll 
for his role in the film Tir Manne. 


Wrapped in linen bandages, Ihe body was free from decay and the 


family would oot beable to soo any mistakes the embalmers might have 
made - there are examples ofa head thal srapped eff being fived an ta 


Revd shranyis menni 
fnticghe a isch 
af Hie pricstiiaadr 
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San disc 


the neck with a stick, and a queen whose face was so well shaffod with 
pads of linen that it broke away from the rest of her head. The imteriar 
ofthe edin could be richly decorated with gads of the underworld, 
while the outside could be ablaze with colourhal hieroglyphs of spells 
destined bo help de dead person in the the kingdom of Osiris. 


Sh gindidess Nal 


Fata 


MUMMIFIED HEAD 
This is what you see if you peel beck the linen layers 
COVETIEE à muriy. The technic gf embalming 
waed in ancient Egypt was remarkable but it did 
make the flesh book withered and discoloured 
Tf they had known abort deepreee they 
would have used that method to keep 
the features as lifelike as possible. The 
ayes were deslroved by the mitron, sa 
to avoid a sunkerr-eved bork, pads 
of linen were putin the eve sockets 
and the lids closed aver diese. The 
rese cond also be dariged, as i 
result af pressure froin the linei 
wrippings, The linen oten stuck 
to the skin because of the oils ac 
resins applied bo the body. 


Hues aiei 
wilt fines pends 


Diner wrappings 
aii sticking ia ski 


Onan ger Li fay 
rat periaps 
cased iy elit 
Enrapumgs 


Shang Jeshi wiii 
waru caps denise af 
coarse Eayetiin Deon fy. tat) 


— = Journey to the afterlife 


H Betow tHe EARTH the ancient Egyptians 
imagined there existed an underworld which 
, ~ they called Duat. Some parts of 
| = it were full of perils like lakes 
of fire, poisonous snakes, and 
executioners. Spells were used to 
counteract these dangers. Many of 
i them were written on coffins, together 
== with a map of the underworld. These 
si ¥ ~ developed into ornate scrolls of papyrus 
ai which we call Books of the Dead, since 
many were discovered on or near mummies. 
The book was a passport through all the 
perils lurking in Duat. If you could recite the 
correct spells, you could pass through 
unharmed. The ultimate danger was to fail 
the test set for you in the Hall of the 
Two Truths, where your heart was 
weighed against your past deeds. 
The papyrus helped you as much as 
possible to pass the examination 
and reach a land that was just like 
Egypt itself. 


HIRED MOURNSERS 
The mere mourners at a funeral the higher 
hee status of the deceased, As well as the 
family, wamen were hired to mourn 
at funeral. They would wave 
their arms, thros dus 
gover their hair, 
and weep. 


Rarn-hended 
gad statue covered 
in black resin 


RAM-HEADED GOD 

Sometimes statues of underworld gods were taken 
inte the tombe in the Valley of the Kings tp. 22). With their 
power bo ward aff evil, they were masimt be protect Ube king as 
be travelled through the underworld. These gods had heads of 
creatures such as tortoises, hippos, or coms. They are quite diferent 
from other animal-hoaded deities tp. 24), who Nourished above ground, 
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LEE 


E rA 
wwe 
jee 

i i] 


Anubis, jackal 
headed end aof 
rik mene fication 


Geenerer af 
Nee dead 


mall len By als 
a 
a 7 F fe 
| Dna i 
i o j it 
l i 


AAS ine ; i 


T. 


Se oe 


MAROM jli 


Thoth, dhisdiaded 


gon of aiea, aiii 
scribe's palette 


haras, igm- 
ieaded sky Amt 


Chris, mal of 
the ioinderictrhl 


FUNERARY HATE 
Funeraty boats followed a special design 


imitating the boat used by the suneged for his A a a 


journey hreugh Duat. The curved cmd-pirces 
recall boats made of bundles of papyrus stalks 
ip- 28), The mummitied corps travels under à 
canopy with two temale mionrners with shaven 
heads. These women are called the two kites 
and represent the goddesses Isis and Nephriys 
moaning for the murdered gwi Osiris. At the 
stem there are two large steering oars duel by a 
sented sailor. The colar green dn the side of 
the keset (he colur of emps bifine they ripen 
symbolizes resurrection in the afterlife. 


JMoariner 


AW MLMLy 


Hecdated tooralipuinne 
fhe sours af Haras, 


MODEL SERVANTS 

In the afterlife it was possible that dhe cod Osiris 
would require you bo de manual work in the Fielda. I 
VOLE Witt! ik scribe ce a priestess you would rot want be 
des jobs like this, su yau would be buried with shabti 
figuures. These were thought bo leap be life at the 
commmind of Osiris ard do the werk repaired. Sorre 
people were buried with hundreds of shablis. Even 
phanedis played sate by having thee in their tombs. 
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WEIMOHING THE 
HEART 

The heart of the 
dead man, bearing a 
record of all his past 
dinds, is placed on 
the scales, Porkyeteve 
ASRCSSO0 pls, gne 
far cach district of 
Egypt. some af 
whom. are shown at 
the top af the 
paprnis, interragate 
the dead man, 
accasing kim of 
varmas crimes, 
which he denies. If 
he has bold the ¢rith, 
the ibis-heaced god 
if wiadoun, Thott, 
yeribes that bw is 
“true ob voice” ani 
can go dhrowgh bo 
the kingdom of 
Dais, whois shown 
enthroned under the 
canopy. The awal 
punishment for the 
unkraildal is shown 
test be Lee scales - 
Hie goddess called 
the “Devourer of the 
Dead” will eat up 
ihe heari arid the 
deceased will not 
survive into the 
afterlife, 


GRAND GALLERY 
This gallery, 47 m (154 1 long and 
8.57 (28 Eh) hich, rises towards the 
burial chamber. Tt has a magnlicent 
kone rook After the burial, grent 
blocks of aranibe were slid down the 
gallery to seal off the burial chamber. 
‘The pharaol’s sarcophagus could not 
have been pulled up the gallery into 
the burial chaciber — it is wider than 
the gallery and must have been 
eciskeucied when the pyrarnid 
was being built. 


The great pyramids 


T'he mest ryramip was built as the burial place of 
Djoser in c. 2630 B.C., by his gifted architect 


Kin 
bakate (pp. 34-35). It rose in six stages and is 
called the Step Pyramid. It was supposed to 
represent a gigantic stairway for the king to 
climb to join the sun-god in the sky. Some later 
kings had step pyramids too, but in the reign of 
King Sneferu the true pyramid with sloping 
sides developed. The idea of this pyramid was 
to recreate the mound that had emerged out of 
the watery ground at the beginning of time, on 
which the sun-god stood and brought the other 
gods and goddesses into being. The largest 
pyramid of all is the Great Pyramid at Giza, 
built for King Khufu in c. 2528 B.C. The 
pyramids were intended to protect the bodies 
of the pharaohs buried deep inside them. 
Later pyramids contained inscriptions of 
spells to help the pharaoh in the afterlife. 
Doors of granite and false passages were 
constructed to deter robbers who came in 
pursuit of the rich offerings buried with 

the kings. But by c. 1000 B.C. all the 

pyramids had been robbed of their 


precious contents. 


CLIMBERS 

Today there is a law in Egvpl 
forbidding visitors froni 
climbing the Great Pyramid, 
But in the 19th centur many 
people felt the urge be climb 
the pyramid and admire the 
view below, JE was mol difficult 
to climb, but if you slipped it 
was almst impossible bes 
regain vonr footing, 


Cap ES ae 


HOW HIGH 

Ab TSE r (450 ft} the Great 
Pyracnicl wes taller than the 
Are de Triomphe (49.5 m, 
162 i, Mew Tacks 


Salve of Liberty {92 m 

S01 A) and St 

Paul's Caith- 

edral, London 

(110 m; a 

a Gima bers te 

SEBE relier weight 
Fom abw 


Local Mineslene care 


iginal 
burial 
chiaiber 


INSIDE THE PYRAMID 
This model of the Great Pyramid has been cut away so that 

" you can see the interior. lt shows the original limestone 
he casing, which was stripped away in the Middle Ages 

` to embellish the city of Cairo. The lowest chamber, 

cul in the desert rock, may have been the burial 
chamber in the original plan, er it could be a 
deliberite nase to throw tomb robbers off the 
scent. The central mom may be another 
abandoned burial chamber. Above the 

teom in which Ehua was finally 

5 buried are five cavitics designed 

h, to spread the weight of the 

= stones above, 


Tart Meee haunt 


Sym -a riag 


krug's ciander 


Grand gallery 


Advtndomed burrin 


Ezen shaft 


Granite seal 


Deser bedrot 


The Valley of the Kings 


Tue pyraMip AGE drew to a close in c. 2150 B.C. Nearly all the 
pharaohs from Tuthmosis I (1504 B.C.) to Ramesses XI (1070 B.C.) 
chose to be buried in tombs in the Valley of the Kings. Remote trom 
the flood plain, the valley lay deep in the cliffs to the west of the Nile. 
There was a ridge in front of the entrance where guards were posted. 
Uhis kine Who tc wasburied Some of the tombs were placed high in the cliff side in an attempt to 
in a granite coffin that weighed conceal their entrances from robbers; others had elaborate portals 
many tonnes. Thisis part ofthe lid. and were much more obvious. The usual pattern was for the tomb 
to have a deep corridor - known as the “Way of the Sun-God” - with 
a well or shaft near the inner end that was intended to catch 
rainwater and to deter tomb robbers. Beyond this was the 
“Hall of Gold", where the king would be 
ese, buried, He would be surrounded by gilded 
. furniture and jewellery, royal clothing, 
and regalia. The contents of the tomb of 
Tutankhamun were the only ones to 
escape the hands of the robbers before 
c. 1000 B.C. 


RAMESSES VI 


UNDERWORLD DEITY 
This hippopotamus-headed god was found 
inthe tomb of Tuthmosis 1. [bis covered in 
a black resin - black was the colour of lite 
in ancient Egypt. It looks ferocious, but its 
2 anger is directed only at the King’s 
enemies. lt probably represented one of 
the guardians of the secret portals af the 
mansion of the pod Osiris. 


i 


ia 


mamma 


SACKED SERPENT 


al ae ee 
The Walley wis tought fo ei 
be protected by a goddess, =| 5 
called Meretseger, who | 4 
wis portrayed as a cobra, Mit 


The tomb workers thought f Met a paN i 
sht would blind or poison f S, AS | | | TiN otf 
criminals or those whe 7 ee bee LS Fea En ie 


Valley of the Kings 
by the 1th oentury 
artist David Epberts 
conveys samtthing 
nf the sAitude of tie 
place, Tostiay it is 
mitch busier, with a 
modern road, coach 
park, and the stalls 
af souvenir sellers 
destroying the 
ancient atmosphere. 
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swore false oaths, Y E 
i z 
k= a = z re E 
“= i —— 
VALLEY VIEW 
This view of the 


ALL DRESSED UF 

The delicate thems dikcovercd in 
Tuaakhamum s toms had to Ine 
carciully prepared for transport bo 
Cairo Museum. Archaeologists 
Howard Carlier and Lord Carnarvon 
ane here wrapping up date at the 
guardian stitwes from the bomi 


DEIR EL MEDINA 
These shone foundations ane all that is belt of the 
village where the workers on the tombs lived. 
Founded in the léth century BE. it Alonrished fey 
S00 years «as bong as the kings coniinal to be 
burned in the valley. Usually about 60 families 
iwed in these haves, 


POREMANS ASD) HIS SON 
Formen like Anherkhau, shown 
Tare with his son, were raponsibie 
far ern kings supe har the metal tools 
wens distributed tus tha wirkers. 
Ther also had to organise the “onew" 
in (he tomb so that the stone gutters 
would be swifily followed By the 
plasterces and pacers, amd the Eii 
of work would be kept ui. This 
picture cof Anherkhau cons 
from his own cobeurhulhy 
pabnbod bomb. 


UNKNOWN KING 
This king's statue was 
found in Ube omb of 
Tutankhamun, bul ma 
one knows why it 
was buried there- The 
manirih weirs Ihe 
Red (Crow, showing: 
amihority over Lower 
Egypt. His cmok 
alands fuer kingship, 
his Mail for Ue 
fertility of ihe larel 


; ? 
Tutankhamun’s tomb 
The resting place of the young king 
Tutankhamun was the only tomb of a 
New Kingdom pharaoh to escape 
almost untouched by robbers. It was 
the last of the valley tombs to be 
discovered, being found by Howard 
Carter in 1922. Its contents included 
weapons, clothes, furniture, jewellery, 
musical instruments, and model 
boats, as well as the king's famous 
coffins and mask tp. 11) Many of 
these items were cither made of solid 
gold or were richly decorated with 
gold leaf. The king was buried with 
his two still-born daughters and a 
treasured heirloom -a lock of hair of 
his grandmother Queen Tive. 


Gods and goddesses 


Tae ecyerians worshipped hundreds of 
different gods and goddesses, and sometimes 
it is difficult to work out who was who. Many 
of the gods are represented by animals. For 
example, a baboon might stand for Thoth, god 
of wisdom, at one temple, and a moon-god 
called Khonsu at another. Each of the 42 dif- 
ferent administrative districts (or “nomes”) 
had its own god, and there were many others 
besides. Overall the sun-god was the dominant 
deity in Egyptian religion, although he could take different forms. At dawn 
he would be Khepri, the scarab beetle rolling the sun disc above the eastern 
horizon. He could then become Re-Harakhty, the great hawk soaring in the 
sky. He was seen as responsible for all creation - people, animals, the fertility 
of the soil, and the king's journey through the underworld, As Amun-Re he 
was king of the gods and protector of the pharaoh when he went on military 
campaigns. The pharaoh Akhenaten saw the sun-god as a disc with rays 
ending in human hands holding the sign of life to the royal family. Durin 
his reign all other gods were banished, but his son 
Tutankhamun restored them once more (pp.10-11). 


THE GODS AND THEIR MAKERS 


This detail froma eth-centucy painting shows the artist's idea of 
a workshop in whieh Rey phan figons of thi ipis were made, 
The cat is modelling for an imge of Bastit ioppesite), 


Wadjet eye 


AMULETS 

The “wadiel” eve symbolizes both the 
vengeful eye of the sun-od and the eye 
of the god Horus, lorn out by Seth in the 
élrugele for the throne of Egypt, but 
magically restored, It was said te protect 
Scarab everything behind it. The scarab beetle 
symbolized the sun-god Khepri. The 
real insect pushes a ball of dung around, 
and the Egyptians imagined that the sun 
was propelled in a similar way The 


AMUN-RE righi 

Amun-Re became the principal ged 
during the New Kingdom. He handed 
the scimitar of conquest to dhe ereat 
warrior pharaohs like Tukhnrecis Ml. He 
has a mysterious mune, which ever 
the other gads were unaware of - the 
word “Amun” mears “hidden”. 


Wadjet eve 


Ibis ; 
THOTH helme 


The curved beak of the ibis was 


sacred ibis represents like the crescent mown, so the bird 
Thoth, pod of wisdom berami: the symbol of the moon 
ard healing- iwi Thoth. He gave the Egyptians 
knowledge of writing, medicine, 
and mathematics, and was the 
Patron of the scribes, 
ANUBIS 


Jackals used bo haunt cemeleries, so hey vere 
linked with funerals - the idea being that a 
jackal god would protect he domain of ihe 
dead. Anubis also supervised embalming 
tp. 14) and looked after the place where 
miumimification wis danc- 


GODS OF PROSPERITY 
These figures are Lying: 
togelher bolus and papyrus, 
the plants of Upper and 
Lower Bove, wear the 
hieroglyph meanitig 
“unie, Ollen called 

the "Wile gods”, 
these figures were 
symbols of the 
fertility that 


fi : a : 
came from | “Snes nee 
the rivers T i E 
annl food, CORAL a 


5 m 


FACE TO FACE 
The king of Egypt was the embodiment 
ofthe god Horis and was there hese 
thought to be diving himself. This relief 
shows Tuthmosis 11 betore tha gadd. 
The hawk-headed god was alse a slar 
deity - the hawk high in the sky whos 
eves were thought of as the sun and 
megn, The mame Homs in Egy plan 
meant “He who ts far abeng”. 


BASTET 

The cat goddess Basket was the daughter 
ol Re, the surai. She representesd the 
power af the sun bo ripen a Many 
bronze cat Figures went dedicaba] in her 
now mined tempie in the northeast Delt. 


OSIRIS 
Called foremost of the wesbemers’, 
the region where most of the cimiteri 
were sitabed, Osiris wis sete of the 
Underworld. His kingdom beyond ihe s } 
perilous regions 4 i Siler 
below the earth Mer E. meckiner 
wiks thought to seater cs : p wiii 
kak like keypt. nil, piet- ao i rondict 

ii . p x -s iye 


Craak a 
fai seu pi rcs, 


Crai of 


alavia Hiv reeds mn 
Clserés ie agurich 
king af Hie feathers 
Linitericatrlsl 


EHNM 
The mim- 
headed god 
Khu 
presided over 
the häzardous 
Nile calaracts. 
Ih was on his 
word ihal the 
mod Hapy rose 
to cause the 
yearly Mood of 
Ihe river- 


= ee APR Bier 
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Magic and medicine 


the lives of ancient Egyptians, so people turned 
to magic to ease problems like the dangers of 
childbirth, infant mortality, and fevers. The 
Egyptians also had great medical skills. 
Physicians’ papyrus manuals survive which 
describe how to treat ailments and reveal a 
detailed knowledge of anatomy. They wrote 
about the importance of the heart and how it “speaks out” s 
through the back of the head and hands - a reference to the Enot 
pulse beat. There were remedies for eye disorders, tumours, ai 


Panel dram the bonb 
of Hesire, the kings 
dentist ine. SPO BC. 


Headrest 
amulet 


MAGICAL KNIFE 

The designs on these boomerang-shaped objects 
were thoaght to have great power Iis the betel 
; i i ie _ 4 a ens combination of all the creatures that gives 
oe r Pe,” aa TET il dl as at this knife its power, Jt was probably 


Serpent armed 
aly Eije 


wt ms ger, -Pg F EEN, 1 of ™ used to draw a magical protective 
The coos oF THE TEMPLES played little part in COS TN SN am a a, 


AMIDLETS 
Magical charms could 
be warn on necklaces 
and bracelels while a F i 
persen was alive, and TA oes P 
placed on ihe corpse Ear, fee k Aea 
in the mumn ere ofa NG > 
wrappings lo give m i +a F 
protection in the Pillar i eae : ra 
next life They were 9 amulet 
supposed to wand 

alt anne Injury and 

wire samebimcs A 
accompanied hy 


L! i a 
pells, F af 


lye af 


and gynaecological complaints. The Egyptians believed that many diseases came from (EE 3 
worm-like creatures invading the body. Physicians and magicians worked together, a ie : 
using both medicines and spells for problems li like snake bites or scorpion stings. They = i 


relative’s spirit was upset or likely to cause trouble. Dangers 
were also counteracted by am- 
ulets or magical charms. 


Powerful plants 


Plants played an important part in 
both magic and medicine. 
Many were very 
Valuable = juniper 
berries were 
thought to be 
important 
enough for 

them to be 
imparted fran 
Lebanon. Others, 
like garlic, were used 
for medicinal properties 
still valued in some parts 
oF the world today, but 
were used in magic boxe. 


This Mower was very 
importani be the 
Eevptians - they 
decorated their 
temples and 
many od their 
belongings 
with images 

af the lotus. 


JUNTFER HERKIES 

These were placed in the 
Mmibmirmices ced royalty, 
courtiers, or 
onecediles, ar 
Left in baskets 

in tombs. Their 
juice was usec in 
@ the puriiieation 
rübhuals perbormel 

awer fhe oT pse. 


Lolus blecsom 


as a 


: a GARLIC 
ws te This plant 
HENNA wis used in 
Used to colour the hair and skin, burials. [Lb was alee 
henna was supposed bo hawe the though be repel snakes 
power to wand off danger, ind expel tapeworms: 
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also used magic to ward off possible injuries from crocodiles or the ghosts of the dead. Letters | Le: 
to the dead could be written on pottery bowls and put in tombs if a person felt that a dead 


CALENDAR 
On this papyrus calendar, most of 
the cays are wrilber in black, The 
ones in red are unlucky days. The 
colour zed reminded the Egyptians 
of the dey deserts and was often 
used to represent bad fortune. 


READY FOR SACRIFICE 
This painting of a calf shows it 
iderced with a garland of Howes, 
aaah would be when taken be be 
sacrificed. Olferingss of food were 
made to the temple gocis Cp. 30 


Tarhawrine. 


GOD OF THE FAMILY 
Popular at all levels of Egyptian society, Lhe 
ged Bes cuts an amusing Figure dancing on 


= 


yaa 


al 
cH A lotus flower and holding a tambourine. 

ae He is carved out of wood and painted. Bes 

pa Peda is partly a dwarf amd partly a tion. He has 
Sys eee athe Brokesque eatures, a protruding tongue, 


and often carries a sword bo repel danger. 
He was the god of the welfare of newbom 


SiRAK CHIR THAYER children and of the family in general. 


This stela contains a prayer 
lo the god Ptah, surrounded 


; ih, si i HORUS 
by ears to help him hear iL 


This is the magical stela that counteracts the 
natural penls of living in ancient Egyp. The 
son of Isis and Osiris, Horus dive child, or 
Harpectates, stands an the backs of 
crocodiles, preventing ther fro snatching 
any members af the family. M his hands he 
erips the dangers that the Eeyptians knew in 
the deserts - snakes, scorpions, liens, and 
gazeles, which were sometimes thought to 
be creabhar of ill-omen. Horus, allkoweh 
shown as a chile, naked acid wearing the 
sideleck of youth, has the power of [sis in 


CODDESS OF CHILDRIRTH 
Prayers be this geddess were an 
essential part of giving birth. She 
was called Tawenct, and 
is shown asa pregnant 
hippopotamus, She can 
look Ferocious = this is to 
keep away evil frar 
attacking ihe woman as 
she gives birth. Magic 


liguèi gowld be ponzi Lathe him and is strong enough bo protect the 
wink of her breast- jower Þouschold where this siela was set up, 


ae 


Priests and temples 


In THEORY, the pharaoh was supposed to 
carry out the duties of the high priest in 
every temple in Egypt, but his place was 
usually taken by the chief priest. In 
the great temples such as Karnak at 
Thebes, sacred to Amun-Re, King of 
the Gods, the chief priest had great 
power and controlled the vast wealth 
in the temple treasuries and the great lands of the temple 
estates. The office of chief priest could remain in the hands of 
one family for generations until the pharaoh broke their hold 
by making an appointment from outside. The priests had titles 
to indicate their power - they could be called “God's Servant”, 
with the addition of “First”, “Second”, or “Third”, to show 
their position. Priests at lower levels could be called “Pure 
Ones” or “God's Fathers” and would have the responsibility of 
serving on the temple rota system, maintaining the temple’s 
property, and keeping 
administrative records. 


FEED THE BIRDS 
Sacred to the god Thoth, ibises were 
revered in Eeypl. This detail Erom a 
fanciful 19th century painting shows 
ihises being fed by a priestess, 


Shielik 
of iir, 


FALSE DOOR 
Conrhiers had jomb 
chapels with falee 
doors, which stood for 
the idea of contaci 
bebvoen the tomb and 
the place where 
offerings to the gods 
could be made, “Soul 
priests” wenald leave 


ENEELING PRIEST 
This type ef priest was called a 
“Yutenvalel” priest, meaning “Fillar 
al his Mother’, He symbolizes Ue 
divine child Horus ip. 27), wears a 
laspardskin, and has his hair in a 
sidelack bo represent youth. He 


ee eet i kneels al an offering table. ofictings of food and 
i: i drink at these doors - 
Oferim tahir an this door several 
à i hearers are showr 
ne _ bringing meat, 

a : ee poultry, and bread to 

f Bo pE the tomb. 

wi ee S| 


THE TEMPLE OF ENDERRA 
‘The goddess Hathor’s temple as it survives today belangs to the time when 
Esyp? was ruled by the Greeks and Romans tpp. 62-63) -in fact Queen 
Cleopatra is shown an its rear wall. The heids beling: hen the goddess Hathor. 


died dan! af 
leoiariakr 
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LAST OF THE TEMPLES 

This detail of a painting by David Roberts, whe 
travelled widely in Eoypt in the 19th century, shows 
the temple of [sis on the island of Philae. This was the 
final Bay piian tenvple bo Gall bo the (Christins. The 
Roman emperor Justinian closed it in the éth century 
AT, and ordered it to be turned intoa church. 


pe a 
pe 


COLOSSAL CARVINGS 
Near the second cataract of the Nile at Abu Simbel 
in Nubia, Ramesses UW ordered te temples to be 
carved cul of the sandsbene cliffs. This one was 
carved for himech and those ajar Eeyplian pods = 
Amur, Re-larakhty, and Ptah. Huge statues of 
Fammesces: Flank the enlrance. 


Obelisks 


The Egyptians carved stone obelisks with 
the titles of their kings and dedications to 
the gods. The pointed tip of the obelisk 
represents the ground on which the sun- 
god stood to create the universe, 


GCATEPRCST? 
This obelisk 
wes prl od 
twa that 
shew at tlie 
enitance to 
the: temple ab 
Luxe. The 


other obelisk colin of a ee i 

was given do priestess who 

the king of served the god Amun and performed 
France arid is songs in his honour during temple 

naw in the rituals. She had three coffins, of which 
Place de la this one of gilded wooed, is the mist 
Comearde, impressive. Her face is portrayed as she 
Paris. would Like to look for eternity. 


THINKER 
This pricst seoms to have a worried expression, 

[n fact the lines on his forehead, bags under his 
eyes, and furrews around bis mouth are meant to 
indicate a life of serions contemplation, He ts bald 
because most priests hac do genes their hair. 


win geal 
sky 
fintelrss 


w Se opf 


Hams who ar h A 
Makat after = = 
mammel n bei: 
buty af vi : - ef, 
Priestess: i id = i 1 i l iy $ 


comis MR 
COFFIN pe j 
This isthe f a 2 


Sacred rituals 


SACRED HUCKET 
This bronze container, called 
a siula, held boly water from 
the sacred lake of the tempie. 
Te weuld have bees used in 
ceremonies involving the 
sprinkling, of haly weber, It is 
h decorated with images ut 
Sy, various gods and ancestral 
AN rulers of Egypt. 


Å SELECT FEW PRIESTS were involved in the ceremonies 
centred on the temple's sanctuary. Accompanied by burning 
incense and lamps, and scattering purified water from the 
temple's sacred lake, the High Priest approached the shrine, 
saying “I am a pure one”. He would break the clay seal on 
the door of the shrine, and 
open it to reveal the gold 
statue of the god. This he 
would decorate before 
making an offering of food. 
The priests then left the 
sanctuary with someone 
sweeping the floor as they 
went out, so as not to leave 
behind any traces of their 
presence. 


PERS Creicent iiil 
ee full mos 
.  qwartiigped 
by tennant 


VERDIGEIS ¥ASE 
iMelal vases werg 
weed be pour sacred 
water over offering 
tables, bo show the 
purity of the offerings 
mde tes the sad or 
goddess. They were 
also used bo hold a 
mixbure of waker and 
natrac $p. 15), used for 
Tihal washing before 
and after caking at a 
temple festival or riel, 


WOKSHIPFER 
This priestess, a woman called 
Deninv-een-Khons, is making 
offerings be the god Ke-Harakiuty. 
The faleon- headed Bod is 
carrying the ankh, the Egyptian 
sign of life, as well as the royal 
symbols af croak and Fail. 


Cup in tech 
O NE NS 

burne Ctar far 
Tiperi bas pelfels of incense, 
Alewig silt tie 
resi dad shed. 


a0) 


FRIESTLY FROCESSICN 
This group ef priests are 
shiver headed - pricsts 
removed {heir hair ta 
ensure cleanliness- 
Their leader is 
Carrying an 
incense burner 
and scattering 
sacred water, 


MARING 
OFFERINGS -3 
This bronze i 
plaque shows a priest 
pouring sieni water over 
some offerings. Round loaves 
af bread and a väst of liquid 
are boing adierei io ihe güd. 
At the frant isa channel 
throngh which the holy 
water could drain imay 


Goddess Aad 


STANDARD FINIAL 


in their processions 
through the temples, 
AL that has survived 
af these are the 
emblems on top 
af the support- 
ing poles, This 
F one shows a bundle 
of papyrus plants and is 
topped by Lhe falcon-god 
Horus, who is identified 
wilh the king of Egypt. 
Horus wears the combined 
crowns of Upper and 
Lower Egypt- 


temple paintings S 
showing incense s 
burners in use | 


i tot: i Ds 
i TEN w 
k 
AIR FRESHENER 
Incense burns wilh an aroma tiet 
rises wiih Ihe smoke, Tb was used iñ 
Lemples to attract the attention of the 
ged wilh a pleasant fragrance, and lo 
purify the almesphene in the ternple. 
This bronze incense burner has the 
head of the hawk god atone end. 


Priests carried standards — 


Hemd of Hathor 


Rone 


CULT MIRROR 
Objects normally used for 
“beautification, such as 
mirrors ard cesmckic 
palettes, were placed in the 
temples. fox the wee of the 
sol. This example has a 
desiga that i Cull ef religious 
symbols. From its handle, a 
crescent rises loward a hawk, 
) suggesting a moon god such n 
Khoncu, Heads of the goddess | 
Hathor adorn the columns on 
the face of the mirror itself. The 
goddess Mut (wife of the king of 
the gods and mother of Khonsa} 
is the figure being presented with 
a mirror in the centre 


fotry handie 


Grieder far grusu Py 
pi ees 


Scribes and scholars | 


A teu: for mi 


Scripes WERE NEAR THE TOP of Egyptian 
society and capable scribes could do 
very well - one, Horemheb, even became 
king. The training was rigorous. From the 
age of nine you had to train for about five 
years. This was a problem because pupils 
could see children of their own age playing 
in the fields. Papyri have been discovered 
containing rebukes from senior to junior scribes 
about neglecting lessons; sometimes corporal 
punishment was recommended. One form of 
READY FOR WORK encouragement offered to pupils was a list of the 
EE Ni defects of other professions - exaggerated, of course. 

j | scroll on his knees. Scribes are For example, jewellers and metalworkers were 
/ Cae. Fd said to choke by the heat of their furnaces, 

1 weavers had to put up with cramped 

conditions. But the scribe could look 
forward to authority, freedom 
from taxes and national service 
during times of flood, and 
immortality through his writings. 


BASALT PALETTE 
This palette is 
inscribed with a 
royal Taree, 
indicating that the 
scoibe who used it 
was in the service 
of the palace, The 
pigments could be 
made from charcoal 
oT sW to give 
black, or From red 
achre, or blag or 
guen minerals. 


palete like this, TE was 
portable, because fhe 
serber might have ia 
tavel an bhyusirrss 


Besdi ia 
iif plar 


Mae f 
Eanisas i 


GOOSE CENSUS 
This scribe is counting geese on a neblemin’s estate. He wall enter the 
fobal on his screll, for tawation recards. His biashet-work “brieloase” is 
in front of him, and his palettes amd brushes are under his arm. 


Stem usod Cater rinl pieleal ateai 
for writing 


maternal 


, Alleraate Weyers 
PAFYRLIS é 
Thi triangular 
gernes] remd ikert 
dn (13 #8) tall gw 
widely along the 
hanks of the Mile, 
but vanished duc te 
ver-se für bets, 


\ MAKING A PAPYRUS SHEET 
The stipe of pith were 

arranged in two layers, ore 
suk dheriecattal, the text 

TENA q vertical, above each other, 
Í i 


SIGN TOR SCRIBE 


op eae s They were covered wiih m ea neea 
Baskets, sandals, A AA Aai This luereglyphic sign shows i 
rope, and writing: oa prta tty imen amei hivy Pressure cess see pare fe 
t i a a eae a 6 Pa a anas brush bolder a waler pol for maxing 
material. Attempts ate ee d r i MS EER Eais igments, and a palette, together making 
are now being made meo straa Sti) ae ora mallet. Eventually the PIB e erase eet ick 
cee Taw, —" ae strips would weld together up the Egyptian word for a qualifiee i 
Pir r > w5 Ë is 4 ' 
naile ae in Lely own sap. stnibe, The werd was prorcunced “ses 


inio Egypt 


WOODEN PALETTE 


Most scribes had a wooden 


or bo gather RIG. 


SCRIBES AND SUPERVISOR 

Busy wriling on their scrolls, these 
twa scribes appear bo be writing 
dower Lhe words of Lhe standing 
overseer Motioe the “briefcase” 
and docurneni conlaber in 
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Draughtsmen 


Egyptian artists were professional 
scribes who specialized in draughtsman- | 
ship for royal or funerary monuments. 
From unfinished tombs like that of King 
Horemheb it is possible to see all the 
stages Involved in painting, First junior 
draughismen drew the scenes in red 
echre on the dry plaster. Next senior 
artists might make corrections in black 
autline, The painters would then fll in 
the outlines with colour, or sculptors 
would cul away the background plaster 
to form a relief for painting, 


SKETCH AG 
A red ochre grid alloead thie artist bo diwide 
the human Tandy ike saplnaress bo pive the 

nyr ht proportims in this practice drawing of 
King Tuthmosis I. 


front of them. 


Reed brushes fir 
precisi Deenling 


BRUSHES 
The thick tope brush 
made ot papyrus twing weatuld have 
binen uscd by painters covering: lange 
wall surfaces in bombs or temples. 
Theather is plsi it painters brmsh, 
perhaps ansesch de paint thick 
hicroucly pis on hugo Shatin. 


LABEL 
Scribes nsed dags like this Ir 
label their scrolls, This one 
tells us thal ils papyrus was 
wrilien in the reign of 
Amenhotep I and tialel it 
story abont a fig tren. 


Writing 


Series HAD TO BE EXPERTS in writing hieroglyphs, 
an elaborate form of picture-writing with about 700 
different signs. It was deliberately kept compli- 
cated so that not too many people could use it and 
the scribes kept their special position. Hieroglyphs 
were used on state monuments, temples, tombs, 
and religious papyri. They could be written from 
left to right, right to left, or top to bottom. For 
business contracts, letters, and stories, scribes used 
a different form of writing (script), called hieratic, 
which was a fast-written version of hieroglyphs, 
always running from right to left. Later on an even 
more rapid script evolved. Called demotic, it was 
often used for legal documents. Scribes living at the 
end of the Egyptian civilization also had to be able to 
write Greek, the language of their overlords. 


AT al ye oe Ee 
ats sett bike APTS iire i Ais Gab | | 
pyc Be a LATE ner ate 
TAL Ro SS cs aed | 
dela el biae pe iri TP 


Wi ya ah E E ET E a E 
Pima T arsaa bea yh Tate EN | | 
Pit adean pees achat enea 
q pee he eatha Cale ce | 
buma akip aarin dab | 


rasat | | i 


fort Diman frtakscateabiteh na in Bidsak 
Hg Liro eae T tae P 
J 


1 a 
1 $ 


| ee a} — i “tel 
i} 


por ia 
Twi SCRIPTS 
Om papyrus, scribes usually used the fast form of writing called hieratic. 
On this example, hieroglyphs appear above the picture of a high priest 
making an offering le the god Gsiris. To the left is the script in hierati, 


ROA L DOOR PLATE 

‘The hieroglyphs on this metal 
plate read: “There shall 
always exist the Son af Re 
whom ke lowes, Amenhotep 
the ged, miler of Thebes”, 


Bs nte Contained ii atal 
barder calen a cartouche 


CYLINDER SEAL. 

Seals like this were an early way 
af proving ownership ar authority. 
This one bears the naime of King 
Menvre, and also the name of ore 
of his officials who was obviously 
the gwnar of the seal, To the right 
js an impression showing the 
complete surface of the seal. 


BE of Ring Aferyre 


LMHOTEr 
This talented scribe Lived 4,500 
VES a. He waa High Pricst ct 
the sun-ged as well as being, the 
designer of Une first pyramid, at 
Saggara. Afer his death hie 
bhiecame wecredibed with limitless 
wisdom and was evenhaally 
tuziti inio a god- Here he is 
unralling a papyrus scroll 


Mane o 


Corto bearing 5 
Adergre’s ofictal 


== 


The Rosetta Stone 


When the last temple was closed in the 
6th century A.D, the skill of reading 
hieroglyphs was lost until the discovery 
of this stone in 1799, On the stone are 
three scripts. The bottom section is in 
Greek, the centre in demotic, and the top 
is in hieroglyphs, The stone was first 
sel up ina temple, It was an elaborate 
“thankyou” to the Greek ruler of 
Egypt Ptolemy Vo who reigned in the 
2nd century B.C., for benefits that 
he had given to the priests, The 
three scripts contained the same 
text, so allowing the hiero- 
glyphs to be translated. 


z SCARARS 

The beetle, symbolizing the sumgad (p. 24, was often carved on the 
tops of shamp seals. The underside could include names, titles, or 

information that the owner could stamp an clay or papamas. The large 
scanth bells us that Amenbotep I killed 102 lions during his rign. 


JEAN-FRAMC OHS 
CHAMPOLLION 
French archaeologist, Jean- 
Frangois Champallion spent 
many years deciphering the 
symbols on a slab of basalt 
fond at Rosetta in Lee 
wesbeo Delia. His work on 
the Rosela skone, as it is 
miw called, was am 
important breakthrough 

int the brarélation of 

ancient hieroglyphics. 


HIEROGLITIS AND 
THEIR ORIGINS 

Scribes chose pictures of 
their script from ihe 
yrhd arouid them. The 
barn owl represented the 
consonant “m”: en the 
carving in the picture it 
fonms parni ef the royal 
pame “Amen em hat”, 


m 
sa SS, at at? a 
pa fo DECIPHERING 


eS THE STONE 
rata > When it was knw hat the shone 
: continu meryel namis such as Peelers, 
their equivalents im hivzogly phe coal 

be found at the top of the stone. 


a. H : From. this informashon, the 
pF: es hieroglyphs making ather 
k = 4 words were worked imat 

i 


árl the text was 
gradually deciphered. 


NOTEBOOK 

Some hicteelypliic 
signs needed a bol 

ef practice Irom 

pupil scribes, Here a 
scibe has got carned 
away drawing the 
duckling, hicte|yph, 
which was used in 
writing ihe word bor 
“prime minister”. The 
amibe has also praised 
drawing the head af a 
lien, which is used in ore 
of the scence in the nak 
of the Dead. 


Weapons of war 


Soxpinrs FIRST PLAYED an important role in Egypt in 
around 3000 B.C. Later on, the pharaohs under- 
took military campaigns abroad in Palestine, 
Syria, and Nubia. The Egyptian army was well 
organized. It had a hierarchy of officers, from the 
‘pharaoh himself down to officers in charge of 
groups of 50 soldiers, and army scribes who 
wrote dispatches and records of the 
campaigns. There were both 
infantry and chariot 
troops. Egyptian 
chariots, each manned 
by two soldiers and 
pulled by two horses, 
were made of wood, 
They acted as mobile 
firing platforms from 
which archers could attack the 
Battle axe enemy. In peacetime, soldiers 
would take part in civil tasks 
such as digging irrigation canals 
or transporting stone from the 
desert for the king's tomb. 


Cerenvenial axe 
with apenwork bead 


Lan Glide for 


KING AT WAR 
This scene from the side of a box discovered in 
Tutankharmun's tomb shows the king: attacking 
enernibes from Nubia. He rides alone in a chariat 
drawn by two horses, followed by fanbearers, In 
real life he would have hada 
chariotver to drive for him. His 
fies are falling in disarray. 


silver- 
shafted awe 


ANCIENT AXES 
The axe was used asa 
weapen all over Lhe Middle t, ; 
East. The silver-handled axe has T A ‘ 5 gay 3 ey E 
a long blade designed for a slicing x 3 

ragvement. The openwork ixe is 
ceremonial, buat could also hawe 


plalrer awe to the right 


re nN EIE EE Ta 


y i > = . Tee T _ è 
` fhechve weapon, like the : : j a ang eae Cr oh eee 7 xs EZ E 
made an effective weapon, i. i : doi ee E o a ee ed eRe a ee eee ee ery 


SET es rey 


= - - Flint 
-— heads 

FINGERE GUARD SMALL PUT DEADLY 
Anchers would surni- The first arrow henda wen 
times draw their bow = made of flint az a bard 
strings Truk it triangular wawd like ebony Later 
shape, pulling therm bronze was used. The 
hack aloes? tor Heir horseshoe shapes were 
ears. This bone ganrd designed to wound, while 


protected thearcher’s the sharp triangular 

finger fre pain caused arrowheads were meant to 
by fhe tant animal gut kill the victim outright. 

of the siring as he 

drew his how. 


ÜN THE MARCH 

Protected by large shichids made of wood rather 
than heavy armour, these infantry soldiers are 
armad with batle ases and spears. 


Timakin 
ITS iF nevis! 
pratectar 


nhs Y 


TROSTY BLADES 
With shraghter handles than 
daggers: swords wiert 
influenced by a middle- 
caster design. They had the 
advamiinge thal they could be 
gripped lightly; they could 
alsi Grind ah longer ade, 
allached with rivets. 


Bronze 
Jucuteds 


ARROW 

With its blunt tip 
and reed shaft, this 
may hisy basari il 
hiinter"s wean, 
although in ike sit 
it resembles a 
senlidier’s array. 


ee ee _ 


Th eer 


7 PGJ MEDALS 
Casld flics 

Fo wore given 

to a soldier wher 

hae chase well an corbat, 
persistently “stinging” 
the cnemu, 


DEADLY DAGGER 
Traditional Egypäiáin 
daggers have fine lapercd 
copper blades decazated 
with stripes. The wide top 
of The blade is rivetbed be 
the handle. The pornmel of 
ivory of bone on top oi the 
handle Hited inko the palin 
of the band., Daggers could 
be carricd openly in ihe 
belt of a Kill orin wooden 
sheaths overlaid with gold. 


Short 
sword 


Long 
sword 


Y WRIST PROTECTOR 
An archer were ihis guard on hës left 
wrist to protect himself from the whig 
of the bowstring when firing an arrow, The 
longue-shaped section reached towards the palm. 


Sailing on the Nile 


The nme was the main highway of Egypt. The earliest boats 
were made of papyrus but dockyards along the Nile were 
soon busy making boats out of timber. Our best evidence for 
the skill of the shipbuilders is a boat over 40 m (130 ft) long 
built for King Khufu around 4,500 years ago and discovered in 
a pit next to the Great Pyramid (pp. 20-21). It was a keel-less 
ceremonial barge with a cabin for the king and was probably 
intended for Khufu’s journey with the sun-god in the afterlife. 
Temple reliefs show other large boats transporting huge 


WORK IN TROGRESS 
A small baat is propped up with logs while Ihe shipavriglits. 
bend the planks that form the deck in a curve ke match ihe 
hull, By twisting the ropes with sticks, the men gradwally 
get the planks to curee, Other workers are hamienering mails 
into holes and planing the support fer the stecring oar. 


CEDAR OP LEHA MEE 


The first Ema AANA Nadal papyrus columns and obelisks of granite from the quarries of Aswan soars aut j On the bill slopes af 

Then eid cath ee ta to Sites hundreds of miles away. From small cargo boats i kabanon sel ora 
oe tee PE baa ‘his for carrying grain to state ships for kings and high é | i peipei, highly prize 
did nat prove that the Egyptians made this Officials we get a full pice of transport on the Nile. Hl ene 

journey, but he showed that it was possible = The Egyptians gave ships names like we do today. ; ‘i E paih: King Sectors 
For exeI DIE, one commander started off in a : P| sent 40 boats to Byblos 


ship called “Northern” and got 


The height of is cedar 


a ALL APDARE tè Aite 
promoted to the ship Rising A ii The veal measure of wealth for an Eeyplian eae Tauern 
In Memphis W landowner was the number ef cattle he and the branches had a 
| possesand, The cows were branded and wide spread. Cedar 
ii i prolecled Fron predators. Transporting eave the largest 
Pip hide choi et tham across the Nile or a canal could be timbers for the biggest 
ee AEA difficult as the water was boo deep for boas. 
Mew palling stl Ley! wading. So special broad vessels were 
inio berae EE made fer calle, Here you can see the 
ea ech cattle being hand-fed, balancing 
W y precariously en top of the deck stalls. 


Werth In reality they would be on dhe deck 
Ai itself but the artist wanted to show 
ý what was going on se moved Ihem 
up in the pcb, 


GONE FISHING 
These skills are made of bundles of papyrus reeds 
Lied together with twine. They are cach propelled 
by bwo ramen and ane linked to cach other by 
the dragnet, You can sec some of the fish trapped 
in it as well as the floats around the odines ot 

the net- The fishermen are about to pull 

the net in with the catch 


Ader: iiralring Iwt 
off sileni 


ie C — z Ip eaei Ez — - EEL err a a TRAVELLING BOAT 
Sluersauaa : oe $. 7 ; — a k. T OF 400) YEARS AGO 
ee 4 zA , = —— Model boats were pul in 
Se" tombs for the owner for baonspert 
-i in the atberlife, This one gives a pond 
all view af the ted-paintod planks across the 
3 a * deck. Some of the men pull the rigging to fix the 
=a i sail in position; others bean on poles to push the boat Pleret dine 
Lg away fram the shone ira sandbank, or to manpeuvre it totes! depth 
a inio the breeze. At the bow a sailor is using a plumbline to of avler 
test dhe depth af the water, while another member of the crew 
ma Folds Me steering: oar in the ster. The danopy is decorated with 
x M hlelds; below EL would sit the boats owner travelling with his “uggage- 


UHIN 
[n the 19th cenbary dhoaws 

wien as comman om: the Mile 
as their ancient anceskors. fiver dyad 


Buying and selling 


Beyer WAS THE WEALTHIEST COUNTRY of the ancient world. Some 
of the gold from the mines of the eastern desert and Nubia was 
sent abroad in the form of gifts to foreign rulers like the king of 
Babylon. Princesses and manufactured goods were sent in ex- 
change to the pharaoh. Although the pharaohs at times controlled 
PARYPRTG __, long stretches of the Nile beyond the southern frontier at Aswan, 
n oht siang instal od the produce of deep equatorial Africa was obtained 
fine walking stick or a linen garment ora through trade with the princes of Nubia, the area 
carrying saleable items such. asducksamda South of the first cataract of the Nile. An important 
ae aire eat exchange post was at Kerma, near the third cataract of 
the Nile. Egyptian merchants brought back a variety of goods like panther skins, 
greyhounds, giraffe tails for fly whisks, elephant tusks, and animals such as baboons | 


and lions for the temples or palace. 


RATES OF EXCHANGE 
The writing: on this limestone 
flake shows details of a deal 
stricck when an Egyptiin 
called Armenwiro sold sorre 
of his possessions. The 
valu od thee goods is 
given in terme of their 
equivalent in a weight 
of copper called a 
“deben”: A goat was 
valued al 1 deten, 
a bed was worth 
2.5 deben, 


5 kite 


7 kite WEIGHING IT VF 
The copper “deben” that 
Egyptian traders used bò 
measure saleable items 
originally bad an accepted 
weight of amand Li u 
Later the debien wis 


lkiie | 


HOARD OF SILVER 


= revalwed at 9 g divided Buried in a pot at El-Amarna, 
[= into 10 “kite”. 


ii these pieces of silver wire 
pp Be op 4 part ala lange hoard. Bo: 
i id fi cause ihe value of the metal 
i ge ht was assessed by its weight, 
| acl | | (he different shapes of thie 
Mls i | Sf piese were unimportant. 
EA ! HY Large balance Records exist of gold and 
io i bal Le for weighing copper being weighod aut amd 
TO HL O produre: used as payments in a similar way. 
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Unloading pottery wine jars 
from a Wile boat belonging 
toa high affiesal 


[WIRY DISH 

Elephant tusks came = 
to ayp via the trade 

mi with Nubia and were 


Sao carwedl inle lusury itimis ASSIA 

= wa like this cosmetic spaan. LE the The dried bark uf a 
“4. supply of ivory from Nubia fell ae type of laurel tree, 

“A short, the teeth of hippos eild be ’ _— cassia wits bronaht 

£ used instead. The design of this : from India. The Egyptians 

Io cosmetic spoon includes the head used i for perfume and incense. 


of Hathor, goddess of beauty ard 
foreign commerics. 


J The land of Punt 


dr Poo The Egyptians thought of the land of 


mr Punt as a remote and exotic place, We 
Cs, ie HA ' do net know exactly where it was, but 
(his | et a ag ees the most frequent route to it seems bo 
POSE have heen along the coast of the Red Sea 
7a aga Me and then inland towards the river Atbara, 
as te oe = a tributary of the Nile. In the 15th century 


z : si B.C, Queen Hatshepsut sent five boats to 
~ Punt. Eventually the boats pulled in ata hee 

port on the coast of eastern Sudan. From here EAEE 

the queen's representatives were taken some See 


Ebony 


hamiie 


way inland. Here they saw people who lived tbat et a 
idothor Jens EEEN y in houses on stilts to protect them from wild Ethiopia, Somalia, and 
fie wins of tee z im -4 animals. Incense was the main cargo they Yemen grew trees that 
com, fer sarren brat reli back, yielded this fragrant 
aan . TAN resin. 

GIFTS FROM SYRIA 
These Syrian princes ? p a 
ane banging tribuit Gen z pr Tajo | 
to the phanoh, Thay f Fa 
olier gold vases ae eke | 
decorated with i AC PES 
latus Mowers, and J j ch. 
meine containers r ; 
in gold, lapis lazuli, | TE ae EL i 
or wory. One TEN } Š EF sit j ) 
Syrien prinse (oa oi ee 
brings his ee | Ry Es: ao | 
daughter to be Fire ia P ie, 5 e | 
Eate up mph i "i t i ce W F t= | 
al court. pe | =. E rs 
i j a o ri | 
; i i Lit | n si ie z 
Fini eed in Lapis LAPIS LAZULI | ane Pekan i p i, Eh ; | 
this fly whisk, lazuli Merchants from E a i s, E i 
wasa highly bull set Afghanistan baoughl E T f j 
+ valued import in gold this valuable stone bo eat T : eae 
from central trading centres like ae Pare Ees 2 | 
Africa. [t wos Byblos in Lebanon. elite bet i REETA Be She 
bought in ship- = The Egyptians prized Pie A SS Sa a 
ments of logs from the this gem, and thought ie 
EES Nubians, Courtiers that the hair of Lhe THE INCENSE TRADE i , 
= used to carry fly sung was mide of The myrrh and frankincense that the Egyptians carried 
i = whisks. and these Tapis liseuli. back from Punt could have been brought fram still farther 
became signs af 7 south, They took not only the gura nesin bat alse whale 
| their status. Unworked lapis Lavuli trees to plant in front of Queen Hatshepsut's temple. 
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KINGLY CARVING: 

This miniature carving of ‘Tutankhamun wing 
an the bed of mimomification shows the carvers 
skill and attention te detail. The king wears his 
neal headeclath, and beside hitin are the hawk 
god anda human-headed bird ihal represents 
his soul. This statue was dedicated bo Ue kiny 
by his chief treasurer Maya. 


Jerrad 
inefal finde 


CHOPPER 


planks or ootin panels. 


SAW 


Tomb scenes show n carpenter 


toa pole fixed! in the green. 


4 Many OF THE PRODUCTS and tools of the ancient 


The axe! appears it 
the hiesglyph for the 
word for carports, 
“muadjel”. [bs rain 
usg was for cutting down bees l 
and hacking the wood roughly F AD 
into shape for items like bont t ey 


The carpenter held the wooden 

handle and pulled the saw through 
Lhe imber = opposite by the action 
ola modem saw, which is pushed. | ie 


sawing a plank which he bas lashed 


was used widely for planing 
sarees bo a smooth Hrish. 
Dockyard scenes shina irpēiitrs 
using adzes an Boat hulls, while 
elsewhere they were used to 
curve lange furecary chests. 


An Egyptian carpenter 


Egyptian carpenter have survived, including a 
variety of objects made from the different timbers 
that grew in the Nile valley or delta. For roofing 
beams the carpenter could use either the date palm 
or the dom palm. Pegs and dowels for coffins or 
furniture could be made from acacia; walking sticks i 
were cut from tamarisk trees. One of the best local 
woods was the sycamore fig, out of which coffins, 
tables, cosmetic chests, and statues were made. In 
the upper classes of Egyptian society there was a 
demand for imported timber. From the slopes of 
Lebanon and Syria came cedar, cypress, oer 
and juniper. From Africa the dark Sein cral 
wood ebony was highly prized carpenter's talents 
for furniture, harps, gaming carving esbosate 
boards, and statues. e Sones 
Because of the quality jupiewomen. This 
of their products vid iatheshape 
carpenters Were ofa Nubian 
valued workers = #rvant girl. 


As and often held 
found with well-paid posts on estates 
ee or in temples or the palace. 


Hiei shaf 


HEADRESTS - NOT 
SUCH A HARE-BRAINED IDEA 
On Egyptian bods vou would 
relax with your bead supported by 
a cushion that rested on a weeden 
stand, Air gould then circulate below 
your neck and your head wuld be 
” atsed off the surkece an bo which 
insects or scorpions might crawl. Not all 
headrests are as imäginālie as ihis ong, 
carved in the shape of a desert hare. 


ARZE 
This teal 
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GOATS HEAD 
Chairs, Bowes, and chesis 
wee offen decorated 
wilh anirmal features. 
A chair could have 
legs shaped like lioas 
paws a throni coal 
have arma surmounted 
by winged smakes ar 
vultures. This small 
fragment hos been 
exquisitely carvesd ber 
show the harn, curly 
Hece, and beard ofa 
gont- Ik probably Te 
from the decoration of 
a chest. 


These two carpenters are putting the finishing 
houches boa linge wenden casket that has been 
inlaid with colourhul materials. One uses a mallet 
to hammer oat a hele fer a peg while the other is 
polishing the ld. 


Hare's cars suport 
pilio ard Jiri 


BORING [OB 


BRADA 
“Starter hils” 
could be made 

with a brajawl, 
so that thie bow- 
drill ccralil get a 
rrip. Bradawls 
ieee eis used by 
shipwright to 
mark the poins 
ion planks where 
wooden pegs 
were ter bet fhed. 


CHISEL 

A carpenter 
would mead a 
chisel like this ber 
iniricate carving 
and for cuttings 
hieroglyphs into 
the surfaces of 
large rectangular 
wooden godiins. 


SMOOTHING STOME 
The rough surkaces 
left after carving 
gould be smonthed 
Caan using a 
pebble, The highly 
polished finish i 
furniture was otben 
achieved in 
this wiy 
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Te borea hole ina plank of wood the carpenter 
used a drill consisting of a metal or flint point in 
a shaft of wood. He placed it over the spot in the 
plank where he winted the hole and rotated the 
culling point using a bow, Sometimes a 
workmate would bold a heavy pebble over the 
shaft of the dyill to create more pressure. 


Carpenters of ler 
ie ey drall io 
make hales for pegs 
to join pieces of 
timber together, 
The wooden shat 
of this bow -drill ls 
well wiar -~ il was 
obviously much 
usil by its original 
Le TES, 


HOOKS 

Copper ar bree hooks 

were used foc fishing by 

line. Once the fish were | 
hooked oat of ihe water 
they were pallad and 
dried in dive sun. 


y A 


SALS OF THE DESERT 
Thesert barnes ate often 
shown in Bey ptian 

| hunting scenes, Sonme- 
ee times a hare pierced 
with an arrow will 
still te trying to 
scribble Le Srey 
Antelopes and 
mintile were also 


Hunting, fishing, and fowling 


ÅT THE TIME of the pharaohs farming produced an abundance 
of food, so hunting was mainly a recreation for kings and 
courtiers. In the Egyptian deserts they would be able to hunt 


4 A 3 ouid ii Lhe WELGIING 
wild bulls, gazelles, oryx, antelopes, and lions. King Amenhotep desert and THEM DOWN 
II was proud of killing over 100 fierce lions in ten years; he also p Cae cee oak 
killed over 90 wild bulls on one hunting expedition. Often there delicacy. Egyptians used 

3 K lead weights to 
was no danger to the monarch at all if he went hunting - the keep their fishing, 


nets under the 


bulls would be herded into an enclosure in the marshes and 
picked off one by one by the pharaoh in his chariot. To begin 
with, the courtiers hunted on foot, their followers fencing off 
areas to hem the animals in; later they too used chariots. As well 
as animals, the river was plentiful in fish, which could be caught 
with hooks or nets. The papyrus thickets also offered a variety 
of birds and geese. Here the technique was to hurl a throwstick 
as the wildfowl flew up from the thickets, 


FISHING NET 

This net was weed bw an 
Egyptian fisherman about 
MHO years ago, Nets like 
this made frorn eed amd 
papyrus twine wen: mide 
tor trapping both birds 
and fish, They were 
kepl in pesition by 
reed-foats and 
hauled in by the 
fisherman- 


FAMILY OUTIS: 
This nobleman is hunting birds in 
the papyrus marshes, He is using a 
snake-shaped throwstick, and the 
three herons he holds diseuist lis 
ap preven He bas brought has cat, 
which hiss caught three birds. 
With him are his daughter, 
sitting im the besst, amd his 
tlegant wife- who is 
hardly dressed for 


the hunk! 


Courtiers used ilis 
typi of harpoon tu 
test their skill 


Prong ia 
athieh mpe 


HARPOOS 5. 
Attached to need or wixxler 
shafts, melal harpoons wene 
used be catch lange game and 
fish. Symbolically a harper 
was held by kings in the ritual of j 
speanng dhe hippapetinmas of the 
god Seth, In reality one j 
harpoon would not kill 
sich a large crentan 
and a serics of 
harpeons weld 
be equine. 


ARROWS 

Bows and arrows feure in sore 
of the earliest monurrernts frorn 
anclenk Egypt. Made of reeda, the 
amows were tipped wilh ivory, 
bane, Aint, obsidian, or metal- 


Fiat tips 
Moped 
amima Ey 
piere | 


HUNTING 
THE HIPPO 

This animal could 
case havoc among 
reed boats on the Wile and EA 
lo crops on lond, So teams i \ 


fetal 


| i 
| Ea Sirp Hp ta 


E pN kili ucetriguiel 


Gieh cat for 
bow shig 


of men in papyrus boats Fe | 
would hunt the hippo, Minin. ESN 


: THROWSTICK = gradually weakening it by 
— Shaped like boom- repented spearing until it 
rangs and made of wood, collapsed, They also 
throwsticks were hurled at used lassoes to ham- 
widil in the kope of breaking the binds’ per the creature's 
necks oF wings oF at least stanning them. moverent. 


Empty vessels 


A variety of cups, jars, and pots have 
survived from ancient Egypt. Among 
the earliest were stoneware vessels, 
some made over 5,000 years aga, 
before the first pharaohs ruled Egypt. 
These were often superbly crafted 
from attractive mattled stone. Later, a 
widespread material was faience, 
made by heating up powdered quarts 
ina mould. Many different designs 
were made, including drinking cups 
and storage containers for wine - 
Walter, wine, or beer SORE of the jars had pointed bases, 
could have been drunk Showing that they would have been 
from this beautiful set on stands. 
faience cup dhevoniled P 
with a betus-flower i 
pattern. lts broad foot 
meant that the drinker 
WINE JAR could easily stand Lre 


This container for cp on a convenient 
wine is made at fable or mat. 


fakenee, hang fegharesd 

ine, 1000 R.E, it is 
decorated with 

diamond and leat 

patterns. Vessels like 

this were often usedl in 
wealthy Egyptian 

harms. 


The Egyptians at home 


Houses in ANCIENT EGYPT were built from bricks made 
from the Nile mud. The mud was collected in leather 
buckets and taken to the building site. Here workers 
would add straw and pebbles to the mud to 
strengthen it and pour the mixture into wooden 
frames to make bricks. They would leave these 
outin the sun to dry. When a house was built, its 
walls would be covered with plaster, and the 
inside was often painted - either with patterns 
or scenes from nature. Inside, the houses were 
cool, as the small windows let in only a little 
light. Wealthy families had large houses. 
Beyond the hall would be bedrooms and 
private apartments, and stairs to the roof, The 
kitchen was some distance from the living 
rooms, to keep smells away. The Egyptians 
held parties in their homes, which the children 
enjoyed as much as their parents. 


DRINKING. CUE 


IN HAND 
Carved over 5.000 years agu, this wase is 
a container fer oil or other liquids. 
The contents could be poured in 
and aut through the hole abore 
the wings. lt is made of a 
mottled stone called breccia. 


FRUIT BASKET 
Baskels were easy bo make Fror 
either palm Leaves or strips of 
paprnis. Some were patterned, 
ether with hetract designs ar 
pichares of people. They were offen 
used as household containers - this 
one holds two dam palm Fruit. 


Catering fie 


due afecegsed 


AROUND THE PODI ' ; A 
A pool was often the central feature of a wealthy family’s ~~ ; 


garden lt would be stocked with lotuses and fish, and the ™ ~~ ee - 
water would be renewed regularly to keep it koh _ ia Haci SOUL HOUSE 


fresh. Poolside borders would be planted | This model shows the house of a 


FAR AEM THE FIRE 
This houseterd servant is 
squatting near sone charcoal, 
whith he is fanning to makea 
fire, AS well as heat for 
cooking, the fire provided a 
fecal poinl for servants bo 
gather around and alk. 


with shrubs and leers such as sycamore poorer family, The model would have 
figs dale palms, and acacia trees, been placed in the tamb of the owner, 
for use in the next life, sit is known 
asa “soul house", The entrance is 
through a lew arched doorway. A 
window Jets in a little light, and a 
stairway leads to the roof, wher a 
vent could catch the col north bres 
that the Egyphans lowed so much. i 
Fd is stored around the walled morth 
courbyard if thie hase, 


HOME COMFORTS 
This is a typical home belonging toa 
enccesstul official, the royal scribe Makht. 
Made of mud bricks, the walls wen: coabed with 
limestone plaster, Grille windows high on the 
walls lel in only a litle sunlight and dust, while: 
vents trap the cool north wind. In front would be 
a garden with a pool and trac, in which Sakht 
and his wite could relix. 


This siche viri shows the gracehal carved 
proliles of some typical Eayptinn chairs 
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Food and drink 


Tut Ferme mup deposited by the annual Nile flood allowed 
farmers to grow barley and emmer wheat, the mainstay of the 
Egyptian diet. Stored in granaries, these crops were turned into 
bread or beer. The flood plain also lent itself to the cultivation of 
vegetables such as onions, garlic, leeks, beans, lentils, and 


LENSO a ANG e 


DELICIOUS DATES 
Dates were alen fresh at kirvest ~ 
time in Augusli or could be dried or 


= z lettuce. There were also gourds, dates and figs, cucumbers á an steeds 
Te ee ee ee op a s ‘ ; 1 CODSCE WA IE dg Savio MAs ate 
An ox was slaughtered by tying three ofits and melons, but no citrus fruits. Egyptian bakers made ġa wine was made and the sap could 


fect together pushing ot on its side, ard i ; ; 
cutting its throat, The froe leg wascut.and Cakes of many shapes and sizes, sweetened by dates or by | 


sometimes given as a religious offering.  _ honey gathered from conical pottery beehives. Grapes 
grown in the Nile delta or oases of the western desert 
Se. were plucked for wine-making or drying into 
£2 raisins. The less well-off people would have less 
a meat and poultry, and more fish. The 


a 


Š% spread at banquets was 
#4 extremely varied - from | & -8282¢@ 
ducks, geese, and oxen Sout Spets 
to oryx and gazelle. i 
There were also pigs, 
sheep, and goats, 
which could be 
boiled or roasted. 


also be made into wine, 


TATOOS WHO DOES 
KOT GIVE A Fii! 
The fruit of the sycamone fig 
was held in high esheeo im 
ancient Egypt The maxitrn 
examples are easily identifiable as 
Lhe same as those on this sketch. 

d Baboon loved figs and are often 
= shown helping themselves 
fom bawls or straight 
fwan the bres. 


Modern fir 


IN THE VINEYARD 
Two men plack bunches of grapes irom 
the vines. This fob was offen given to 
fortigi settlers or prisoners from the 
Middle Bast or Nubia. The grapes would 
then betaken to be crushed by treading. 


PALMETREE FRUIT 
These dom-talm frit come From a 
3,00 ear-o d tomb offering. The Fruit 


HREAN 


Mlee ; have a gingery taste. The outer case of 
than 300 STRAINER dhe nue is so tough it cole be used as 
years oll, ‘This wenden the lop end of a drill 


syphon with its 
perforaled ritcvally- 
piece was used for 
miking bear more 
palatable Made ror 
mashed baaves of barby- 
bread, Egyplian beer was 
very thick and needed ba 
be strained either thecal 
a basket or wilh a syphon 


this brid was 
bakes! fram bar- 
= ley cdeugh. lts bexbume is 
oo tmagh: flour often contained 
grit that pot in during: grinding. Shadies üf 
mummi have shown how coarse breed 
made Egyptians" beth wir wily. 


ct 


Large pomegranate produced 
by madem agricuihare 


| EGYPTIAN BANQUET POMBECEANATES 
| Scribes and nobles were able to enjoy a The pamegranate was introduced 
GRAPES wide väritty bf meat, poultry, and fruit, bs Egypt from the Middle East 
The Egyptians Titis rich and colouchal display of foad and its frait were suon popular. 
grew most of their and drink is from a party scene ata This dish contains pomegranates 
Purfonations for grapes in the marth, Thebans barquet. Wine jars are fixed with Hat were originally part of a 
straining fist as they do today. | their painbi bases in racks and garlardei tamb offering. The shape of the 
Both red and green: | wilh leaves. The courses inchide cakes, fruit wis weed asa model for 
grapes provided the fermented baskels of tiga ad bunches of gripes, thi- pwellery and drinking CUPS 
A Syrian soldier serving the pharaoh Akhenaten juice for wine. They also imported head of a calf, the heart and foreleg af an The skin may have been used te re iruli 
is silting drinking beer through a syphon wine from Syria and Greece, ox, a plucked goose, aru a twist of onions, produce a yellowish dye. —e 
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Hawk's iiid 
ieriniaal 


Priestess 


carrying a 


SESETLIIE 


CRASH! 

Bronze cyenbals could 

emphasize Ube rhythm of 

a place of miwsig ina series 

of sharp metallie clashes. 

Combined with drums 
and lanbeurines the 
ambal gave musie a 
rousing quality. 


Song and dance | < ae 


"THE EGYPTIANS ENJOYED Lire to the full. Party sceneson 4 discs tager 
tomb walls, songs on papyri, and musical instruments f 

show us how much music and revelry meant to them. 
They had great public festivals, at which thousands of 
people were entertained with singing and music from 
flutes, harps, and castanets, and much wine was 
drunk. Music was also performed on more everyday 
accasions. Vintagers pressed grapes for wine while 
men clapped rhythm sticks together; farmworkers 
sang to their oxen as they threshed the corn with 
their hooves; a princess would play the harp 

while her husband relaxed on a divan; dancers 
would turn somersaults alongside processions. We 
do not know exactly what Egyptian music sound- 
ed like, but a small orchestra at a banquet could 
have string, wind, and percussions sections, and 
the music probably had a strong beat. 


o1 
kars 


Dias methini 
rokent siatie 


Turing yey 


FLUTE 

The pipe or flute is onet 

of the mest ancient 

insimumenis, They were 
usualy made oF reeds or 
wood. This wooden pipe 
would be blown directly 


through its rcinfarcesd 
Dancing girls mouthpiece. 
shake their VENRE AE 
| E bilita bes the rales An 
Feah thy thin of the Firings 
ii - musie 


Eoi ler 
Egypt 


SONG AND DANCE 
This section from a tomb painting: siwa a 
group af dancers and an orchestra of women 
playing à song in praise of nature. The frontal 
view shawn in this pichane: is very unusual in 

Exyplian art. 


FIVESS TRINGED HARE 

Harps varied greatly in site - some 
were as tall as the player The 
number of strings also varied, [roni 


SACRED RATTLE 
The sislrum was carried 
ky neblewenen and 


BOSE 


reslesses. al ceremonies, CLAPPERS 

four teaver twenty. The king's bead They used it together These clappers 
may indicate that the harp belonged with a sacred necklace were probably 
to a court miscat known as a “mennt”. Tk a joined by papynis 


was Linked with dhe cult of 
the gedidess Hathor, who 
shood for jov and fondness 
for music and dance, 


twine. They could 

: then be held in one 

a 5 hard and played in the 
same way thata modern 
Spanish dancer would 
ust caskaniets. 


FLAYING THE TART 
This wieeden model represents 
a girl playing a harp which she 


Head of kirg i holds against her bady Ie real Lyre and double-flute 
nail Fb a lite she would rest the harpoon players from a painting 
mie 


a stand while she plucked the at Thebes 
strings. Her rele was to provide 


music ab parties in the afterlife. 


Laties-biessa in design 


Preder idy 


CAME PIECE 
This carved lian 
heed could hive 
breen sed is it 
counter in a number 
gË games. 


/\ day of their lives. 


al 
A 


MI poli OR CIALERIEND? 

i The Egyptians made dolls 
out gf wood, wiih hair ef 
clay beads allached to 
lengths of titie. Dolls like 
this one may have been Por 
children, or they may have 
boom made fo put in 
someone's komib, bo act as a 
COPTER OIE in the afterlife. 


Eer 
ar 


gaara 
ba. 


Torr MOUSE 
This weoder mause had 
a twine fitted bo il, which 
a child could pull to 
make the baal ge 


up ard down. 


Toys and games 


Even as CHILDREN, the ancient Egyptians 
enjoyed life. Some of the games they played 
are still loved by children today, such as 
“khuzza lawizza”", or leapfrog, and tug-of-war. ) 
There are also Egyptian paintings showing 
boys playing soldiers and girls holding 
hands in a sort of spinning dance. 
Then there were board games, like 
snake and the more complicated 
senet, and a number of toys from model 
animals and dolls to balls. The Egyptians 
were also great storytellers, and kept their children “Rg 
amused with popular tales of imagination and enchantment. = 
In one example, a magical wax toy crocodile turns into a real 
one when thrown into the water - a relevant story for people 
be who lived under the threat of being eaten by crocodiles every 


BALLS OR RATTLES? 
These colouchl balls 
are made of clay. They 
WETE originally filled 
with sends ar small 
= beads of clay, so that 
. they rattled as they 
were Ihrown, 
BALL GAMES 
A popular pashimis 
especially for piris, 
was ihrowing and 
calching balls, This 
was met just dane 
sanding but also on 
piegy-back or leaping 
high into the nir. 


HORSE ON WHEELS 
The Egyptians used horses bo pull 
chariots and alsa on humming trips. 
Horseriding became a favourite 
pastime of the pharachs, This 
toy horse, dating from 
Roman Egypt, has a saddle 
mat thoewn ower it [t was 
pulled along by a rope 
through dhe muzele. 


Teaver mi 


ROAR OR MIAQWT 
This toy dots nol seem 
to know whether it is a 
gat ora lion. Roughly 
garved irom woad 
into a cat-like 
shape, its main 
abknection 18 ils 
movable Lower 
jaw, attached to 
sce Evie, 


Thre ho ma 


The game of senet 


This board game symbolized 
a struggle against the forces 
af evil that tried to prevent 
yau fram reaching the 
kingdom of the god Osiris. 
(an the thirty squares of the 
board were images that 
could stand for advantages 
like “beauty” or “power, or 
for perils, like the speating of 
a hippo. There were bwo sets 
of counters and moves were 
made according to the way 
throwsticks landed. 


pamai 


SPINNING TOPS 
ACvigurcus twist of the fingers ara har on 
Sore papyrus bwine wound on to the 
cone would set these tops spinning. They 
were made of powdered quarks formed in 
a mould and then glazed. Toys of cheap 
materials like this meant that even ihe 
poorest farnilies could give heir children 
a fe amusing games. 


cI sities tag rsx ey 


au 


YOUR MOWE 

This papyrus from Ie Book of the Bead af the 
stoke Ani shows Ani ard his wife Tutu | 
playing sének ln spite of the fact that the artist — 
has deawn Tutu sitling behind ber huisband - # | 
in a rather formal pose, both seer ig r , | 
to be enjoying their garne. i : 


FIT FOR A KING 
Totankhamun was 
buried with four senet 
boards of which this ebony and “4 
ivory board is the finest. It is fitted oie 
with a drawer for the counters and , 
fixed on legs that have bren 

delicately carved in the shape 

of animals’ foot. 


Hinraghyny af 
pharaot's 
Many je 
À B 
Stone ball ased iti eÀ 
ihe smake gare 
THE GAME OF SNAKE mT 


neo of dhe earliest 
bined games 
discovered in Egypt 
wis called “srake” i ea 
because dhe shime 
board represented a 
serpent cothed witli its 
tead in the centre. The 
winner would be the 
irst bo mave his or her 
counter around the 
squanes on the snake's 
body to the middle. 
The stone balls are 
somtimes carved 
with the mames of 
some of Egypt's 
earliest pharaohs. 


en aai 


Pacey Aa ae ea 


From THE EARLIEST TIMES, flax provided linen for clothes for everyone 
in ancient Egypt. The earliest picture of a loom in Egypt is on a pottery 
bowl dated to c. 3000 B.C. and flax was used for thousands of years 
after this. A pharaoh would have exceptionally fine linen; workers 
wore loincloths of coarser fabric. They had clever ways of avoiding 
wear on linen clothes - soldiers would cover the rear of their kilts 
with leather netting; domestic servants wore nets of cheap but 
colourful beads over their dresses. The basic courtier’s kilt 
consisted of a linen cloth wrapped around the waist and secured 
by a knot - often elaborately tied. Gradually cloaks developed for 
use as overgarments. Women wore long, sheath-like dresses often 
with beautifully pleated cloaks. There are still only vague ideas 
about how the Egyptians got pleats into 
their clothes - perhaps it involved a 
board with a grooved surface. 
Probably the number of pleats is 
exaggerated in many statues. The 
Egyptians learned the art of dying 


MAS AND WIFE 
This worker on a royal 
bomb wears a pleated 

call-lemeth kili; his 
wale wears a cloak. 
The frely braidil 


AE their clothes in coloured patterns 
pomades. from the Middle Fast, but the 


technique was never 
widespread. 


LEATHER SANDALS 
These sandals are made 
fri straps of ox 
lissther slikeled 
together with papyrus 
twine, Leather is quite 
an anuisiial material for 
Egyptian footwear, 


REED SANDALS 
Papyrus and other reeds 
wire the mast common 
murterials bor sandals, These 


amd rend saridals were worn at all 

levels of society iiclheding priests 
whe were forbidden bo wear any other 
material on their fect. 


WIGS 
These courtiers oz 
a wall relief at 
Memphis are 
wearing typical 
wigs and cosbannes 
with billowing 
sleeves. The wigs were 
made of human hair 
that was stuck in place 
willy tras, 


Hee 
Securing sina] 


materials were in plentiful supply, 


IN THE GROOVE 
This grooved biari miy 
have been used for 


PRINCESS OR QUEEN? 
This statue is one of many intriguing works of 
art that survives fram the mign of Akbemaber 


ip 10. Th represents Akhenates's ques, pouting. The METEN . ‘, 
Nefertiti, or one of her daughters. She is garment weld Zg 
shown wearing i very fre garrneni be pressed iari i 


pË revit linen. The nuriber af pleats the Aras, 
may have been an artistic exageer- 
ation, but the dress cerlaialy 


wend have ranw of heen, 


a 
S 
i 
: E) 
rS 
= 
cy FLAX CRM 
i The first stage in making linen was 
] to reneowe the flix heads wih a long 
rm comb like this ane. Then dhe lar 


5 stems were smiked and beaten to 

P> separate the fibres om the 
2 stalk Jer combing again to 
‘\ prepare them for spinning, 


LINEN SHEET 
> i" Types of linen in ancient 
= i Egypt ranged irom ossur 
material like this, which 
ie most poeple would hawe | 
AN used, be the finest 
gauze worn by wN 
į; kings ard queens. = j" 


lF Er g 


LAUD URL 


SPINDLE 


The flax fibres were spun on 
sticks, or spindles, which hid i 
weighted circular whaerl an cage 
ened. Whale dating from varle 
dynastic times hawe born 
discovered. 


SPINNER [see 
This girl is using M A 
keit hand to draw the =f 
twisled slivers of 
fibres the rove, = 
which are attached to 
the robating, spindle 
balanced bay the 
weighh ef the whorl, 


nO } = 


You can see the glint of gold everywhere in Egyptian jewellery - 
mines between the Nile and the Red Sea coast yielded large quantities 
of this precious metal. The gold could be beaten into shape or cast in 
moulds. Goldsmiths also made patterns using a method called 
granulation, in which tiny granules of gold were attached to an object 
by soldering. Egyptian jewellers had access to many semi-precious 
stones from the deserts - the orange-red carnelian, the green feldspar, 
and the mauve amethyst. They also imported 
stones, From mines in the Sinai peninsula 
came the light blue turquoise and trade 
routes from Afghanistan brought 
rich blue lapis lazuli to Egypt. p 
But Egyptian jewellers had no 

2 knowledge of stones like 
Rings of gold being  qiameonds, emeralds, 


brought to Egypt G 
from Nubia or rubies. 


gene, 


= 


ROYAL, 
NRACELET 
Made for Prince 
Memancth, thee 
bracelet has a 
central design 
showing thie gent 
Hers as a child 
ip- 27h He is sit- 
ting: oma batus 
and is prumeorioi 
by cobris. Lake 
many children in 
Egyptian art, hi 
is portrayed 
sucking his 
Finger- 


Crepe altel! shona aust of 
ineirer fa aver children 


Aieriplynaits 
qiw nane af 
WF 


LUCKY GIRDLE 

This is Ihe surviving section of a 
girdle. As well as cowrie shells marde 
of electram fa form of gold thit 
conlains a high prerorliori of 
silver), it contains. beads of 


ASTAR [5 PORN 


This siar was wora òn the fon- č ™ carnelian, amethyst, lapis 
head as a diadem. Made of wold, it E T. lazuli, and tüzgeoise 
dates from the Ronin period er ha AEn l 

; Bi or 
Egypl. The Barat == = 
mummy mask = ee 
shows A priest Gold N 


wearing a dindern, didn 
a 


EA EAR ORNAMENTS 
E \ Middle Eastern influence led 
: j the Egypliins be have their cir 
lobes pierced and wear earrings. 
eel These canings show how large the 
perforations had to be for these 
studs of the 14th century BE. 
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wiete! strips fart miir sine 
ane saideral om bo biss 
FALCON PECTORAL 

This alear was wort on 
dhe chest. Mo represents the 
dad Re Harakhty: The 
melal originally fonned a 
[raneavark for segments of 
falence, glass, OF gems, 
This lechnique is called 
"eleien" work, Only 
Laces ef the inlay now 


Taigua duide Hie “sie” 
SUMDAN, nië zing rlerazty 


by ihe giti of jewellery [rem 
the king. He would lean out of 
a wirdow and drop bracelets 
or collars to Ihe nobles waiting 
ree peclhully below. This collar of honour 

has three rows of gold rings threaded tightly 
Lagelheron twine [t samald be tied in position 
at the back of the neck, Sometimes the pharnohs 
themselves wore collars like (his, 
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Rings often incorporated a 
swiveling sione it the shape 
ofa scarab beetle ip 24). The 
underside was carved with a 

pood-lick design. These 
scarabs ave made of 

steatile [scapslone), an ye ie 

easy material lo carve. i 7 


Steatite and gold 
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dears”, symbolizes tong IiE 
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JEWELLERS AT WORK 

Maay melal objec were imade by 
caslirg - heating ihe metal aiitil ab pe 
was liquid topi and then ii 
põuring into moulds 

fabowe) in the shapes of 


Hee objects CR 


GIFT OF A KING 
Chitstianding service bò 
the state was rewdirded 


Fist: amulets, fe 
prerii TRS 
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This figume is 
weaning his 
hair in a 
siclelok, bo 
represent 
youth. 


CONTAINERS 
Ground mineral fer 
eyepaint was miixad 
with water ard kept 
in tubas like dhese. 
The one with the 
miyal inscription 
may bive been a gifi 
to a comurbivr. 


3 E Py ; 
Pot made of the rare stone anhydrite 


T > Jl Adorning the body 


THe ecyPTIANs were lovers of beauty and 
fashion. Many of their personal names are 
based on the word “nefer”, meaning 
beautiful - for example, Nefret, Nefertiti, 
and Nefertari. The goddess associated 
with adornment was “Hathor 
the Golden”, who is seen as the 
ideal of beauty in love poetry 
of the time. Egyptian men and i 
women used eye paint, which was ¥ 
made from minerals ground on fine 
slate palettes. They went to great “Sag 
lengths in adorning themselves with as 
cosmetics, wigs, floral garlands, and 
fine linen. Many objects like combs, 
mirrors, and cosmetic holders have sur- 
vived to show how important personal 
appearance was to them, “Put myrrh on 
your head and dress up in beautiful clothes” 
says one Egyptian song. 


MIRADE 

Courhers usc plished 
bronze or tpper 
mirna, Here a 
ritkedd server gir] 
heleling: a bid 
dorms the 
handle, 
SUMS ELE 
love and 
beauty. 
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refer swryics 
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PIGMENTS 
F From malachite, 
e, A copper one, the 


g symbolise fertility. 
* The lead ore known 


i $ 
+ x black eve paint (today 


APPLICATORS $ ’ 2%) often called “kohli. 
These were wsad for : Cheeks could be rouged and lips painted 
scoping, mixing and r ned by using ochres made of oxides oi 
applying pagent. =. iron ihat oecur plentifally trophont 
o i l w Egypt. Some fal would prabably be 

' A mixed with the makeup when it wis 

i applied to the face, 
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CRAFTSMANH k 
MASTERFIECE "i 
The mother duck's 
back wings sticle ; 
acess to give access bo" whe 
the face cream instde. Pte 


FLORAL SPOOR 
The handle of ihis container 
represemis a bunch of flowers 
tied towellier with buds of 
nary slabned a light pink. 
The Lop swivels be oevical 
or cover the cosmetic. 


FERLFUME POMADES 
Courtiers tied oes of scented 
animal fat to their wigs, sometinies 
with a kaus blossean. ‘The fat would 
melt aned slike doren Ihe wig, 
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ee Egyptians produced 
green eye paint ko 


as galena gawr a grey 


PLUCKING A mL] 
CURLING 
Priests and 
WORMED asid 
bvoesers bo 
remove hair. 
Women alsa 
cuehed their 
hair with 
tongs. 


Hair 


ends for 
differnt 
sitvd guris 


WOODEN COMP 

Most Exyptinns did mot have 
long bain, but their wigs could be 
quite Long: and heavy, sometimes 
with those diferent layers of 
curls and fringes, so They nocded 
ivory and wooden combs. 


TOUCHING UP 

A mhewoman called 
[pwa appears in this relict. 
She holds a mirror while she 
dake gowder on to her checks. 


CISSE 
SHAVE 
Ebronee or ‘ 
copper maom * 
won probably 
as unexemntortable 


BATH AND MASSAGE 
This noblewoman kneels on 
a mat while a friend Polds 
a flower for her dc smel. 
Her bath is symbolized 
by water being 
ambon over her; she 
is also being wiven a 
shoulder massage. 


curler tp use as they look, unless in dhe hands of 
the professional travelling barbers of 
Doubt ancient Beypl. 
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ILATREIMS 

These could be used to 
keep elaborate curls in 
position or hold perfume 
pomades in place on wigs, 


fà Animals of the Nile Valley 4 


gA 
DP F ial a 
uon Sa 
The hon 
represented 
slrengrh ami 
domination, and ss 
became an emblem. of 
the god-kīng hirselë. 
Earely is the lien shaven 
being: hunted by any 
other perser thaw the 
phamoh. This gold tian 
wie originally port of 
a oecklace, 


‘THe ANCIENT EGYPTIANS shared their environment with 
many different beasts, birds, reptiles, and fish. Out in the 
desert east and west of the Nile Valley you would find 
ferocious lions and wild bulls as well as timid antelopes 
and gazelles. These animals either hunted their prey or 
grazed on the margins of the flood plain. The stillness of 
night would suddenly be broken by the eerie howls of the 
scavenging hyenas and jackals fighting over carcasses. In 
the papyrus thickets beside the Nile there would be nests of 
birds like pintail ducks, cormorants, pelicans, and hoopoes. Lurking on the 
river banks would be crocodiles and in the water you might see hippos with 
Nile perch and catfish darting around them. Animals appear on many ancient 
Egyptian objects. They were thought of as part of the “world 
system” made by the sun god, and as the earthly ge:cgegneny n 
versions of many gods. Animal ri, yee 

symbols were also used © 
in hieroglyphics. 


PEEK -A-FOD 

The goddess Hathor 
was ohen portrayed 
asa cow iti ihe 
papyrus marshes, 
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ANIMAL ANTICS 

Salicical pagari show the Egyptian topsy-turvy sense of humour, 
Two enemies, the antelope and the lion, are enjoying a friendly 
game of semet ip, B), A jackal pheying à double ule escorts a 
herd of goals while in front a cat lovingly alienda to some perst, 
The lion at the end seems bo be amusing bineelf at the antics of 
anoa ona couch. 


WILD SHEEP ASD NONCHALANT CAT 
Om this cremetic container a wild sheep, or mouton, 

is stepping canchully over a crouching cat that ts clearly 
determined nat ta move: Kams symbolized samme ot the 
most important gods in ancient Egypt A corly-hornest 
Tam could represent Amun-Re, King of the gads. 


Crimea of Ceres, 
nevcecdes wey o wih 

horis, reeds, dent 
astrich fillies. 


CROCOBILE-GoD 
The peril ef being 
stitiched and eaten 
by crocodiles led 
the Egypilans fo 
iry to get these 
dangerous 
creaires on 
their siim 
Consequently 
the crocodile 
became the 
amikul ef tha: 
pod Sobek, and 
pricsts used bo 
decarahe simrer 
crocodiles with 
jewellery ame 
mammity {hemi 
when they died, 


HIPPOS 
Nothing illustrates the Espytian 
fondness for viewsal humar qiite Exh 
much as their models of standing 
hippes. The male hippo was á creature 
gf evil amen because of iis assoctatlosi 
with the geod Seth, arch-enemy of 
Osiris and Horus, right) rulers of 
Egypt. In reality, hippos could easily 
avertu a papyrus boal and were 
ohen hunied for this reason. 


60 


FISH FLASK 
This glass bulti fish was made by minalding the glass aver a 
core. The ripples are meant to indicate the fish's scales. The 
flask was designed to held perfume, which could be poured 

cule the month inte the owner's hand. Objects like this 

show the beauty of the fishes af the Nile and the Red Sea. 


GEESE ON PARADE 

These gerse ame part ue it very early tome 
painting and were meant to ensure that 
the supply of food in the afterlite 
weonale mest mum out. 


PUZZLED PUSSYCAT 

Cats sacred to the goddess Bastet (p. 25) 

were muminified when they died. They 
were wrapped in lined bandages and 
iheir faces were painted lo make them 
look bewildered — or just plain silly, They 
Were pitia cal-shaped collins and were 
sold to temple visitors, who could then lake 
theni to the temple burial grounds and 
dedicate tern to the goddess Bastet, 


Paler pert £ i 
designs show hippos Small faience 
agumis Iaith hippa 
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“™ The Christians 


Although there were Christian hermits living 
hae in caves in Egypt beforehand, Egypt officially 
‘je turned to Christianity with the conversion of 
the Roman Empire in. A.D, 324, The version 
of Christianity that eventually triumphed in 
Egypt was called Coptic. It still flourishes in 
the country today and Coptic monks still live 


Egypt after the pharaohs 
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Hoyer was INVADED by foreigners several times in 
the last 1,000 years B.C, The invaders included the 
Sudanese, the Persians, and the Macedonians under 


€ a 


Alexander the Great. Alexander was followed by his - WAS in thriving monasteries. Recently the relics of 
general Ptolemy, who founded a dynasty that ruled cs St Mark, who is said to have introen 
from Alexandria. These rulers spoke Greek and G Christianity into Egypt, were sent back from 
: = Yenice to Caini. 
worshipped Greek gods and goddesses, but on temple ane 
ae iti | 1 G. CLEOPATRA re 
walls they were portrayed as traditional Egyptian miers mini en BE: seus EE EN 
In 30 B.C. Egypt passed into Roman hands and gradua Vr was the Jast in a line of a6) Qasr brim, a mountain in Nubia, ae nape anne god giles i 
j i arg] igtiar] he ; Greek rulers of Egypt. PTS was (he contre of a Christian dice on horseback spearing his riva 
foll Owing the conversion to Christia nity of the Roman Her suicide was famous, a hat was stormed by Muslim troops. Seth was adopted by the early Tins 
emperors, chu rehes and monasteries replaced the temples, bui there is me historical H This silver cross was ome of thie Christians in Egypt to portray warrior volta Shale tke 
The Arab invasion of the 7th century A.D. turned Egypt Seer Bapt ae ie HBA items to survive the attack. saints like St George and St Menas. Aen S Cotte 


into the mainly Muslim country that it is today. 


The Romans 


haa: died of the bite ofa 
oo C as, shake called an asp. ie! 
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STREET SCENE 


Brass cocuicek esigi 


The Roman world took grain from Egypt's fields and gold 
from its mines. But although the Romans exploited Egypt 
they also built temples. You can see the names of emperors 
like Augustus and Tiberius written in hieroglyphs just like 
those of the pharaohs, and even wearing elaborate 
Egyptian crowns. 


Up te the LO cemery the streets 
af Caine contained stalls = cach 
selling the products of one 

erati - running alongside 
the walls, minarets, 

and dames of ki 
he mesquis, ——— = 


EMPEROR AS HORUS 

Juss as the Egyptian pha moh was identified 
with thi goel Heriss Cp. 27). oo the Roman 
emperors were sometimes porlrayed as (his 
hawk-headec god. The hawk's feathers 
suynest retal arose Arl the figure wears 
Eoman siidals and a toga 


Mammy of Arbemnidorus 


Eoman child's misme 


- The Muslims 


Arab armies, skilled in warfare on 
horseback, conquered Egypt in the 
7th century A.D. They ruled through 
the existing, mainly Christian, 
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ROMAN MUMMIES 


Mumumics.of the Roman period afton = bureaucracy, But Islam became the ioe 
pee ls ation ote ioe = state religion, Arabic the official INCENSE BURNER. 
Arternidaris, painted int Lypical wide- = language, and the new city of ël- Made about 1,000 years ago Ihis 
eved Eoman style. The pigment was = Qahira later became the capital, vessel was used ina msgue, 
mixed with beeswax to give bright a) Cairo. Eventually Egypt was ia ing Incomes itis pari one 
colours. The aides tt these portrails Wiis. lo bok conquered by the Turks and it viachine aul EET i 
ante e Ther Gok sue cs = was not until the 1960s that the country on entering a mosque) that 
as if they had been called by name, koe was again governed bya native Egyptian. Muslims observed, 
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